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HIGHLIGHTS 
September 19 - 25, 2004 


Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 


urricane Jeanne moved ashore along Florida’s east 

coast on the night of September 25-26 with 
maximum sustained winds near 120 m.p.h. Jeanne dealt a 
second punishing blow to major citrus-producing counties 
along Florida’s east coast, and a third significant 
strike—along with Hurricanes Charley and Frances—to 
some orchards southwest of Orlando. Winds were also 
harmful to farm infrastructure, including nurseries and 
greenhouses, across central and northern portions of 
Florida’s peninsula. Meanwhile in Georgia and 
southeastern Alabama, where the condition of both peanuts 
and open-boll cotton deteriorated in recent weeks 
(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from front cover) 

due to the effects of Hurricanes Frances and Ivan, another round 

of wind and rain arrived on September 27. Elsewhere in the | 
South, the remnants of Hurncane Ivan executed a clockwise loop | 
across southern Florida and into the Gulf of Mexico. After 
producing early-week showers in Florida, Ivan regained tropical- | 
storm status and made landfall in southwestern Louisiana on | 
September 23. Locally heavy showers associated with Ivan eased | 
short-term dryness in eastern Texas and western Louisiana. | 
Meanwhile, dry weather aided fieldwork operations in the Delta | 
and promoted a limited return to fieldwork in the Southeast | 
between Hurricanes Ivan (September 16-17) and Jeanne | 
(September 26-27). Farther north, locally heavy showers affected 
the upper Midwest, but warm, dry weather across the remainder | 
of the Corn Belt promoted crop maturation and fieldwork, | 
including com and soybean harvesting and initial winter wheat | 
planting. Although Midwestern weekly temperatures averaged | / 
as much as 1 0°F above normal, developmentally delayed com and | ( 
soybeans continued to struggle toward maturity in the | 


northwestern Corn Belt. On the Plains, a band of heavy 


showers affected areas from western Texas to the central and eastern 
Dakotas, aiding recently planted winter wheat but slowing fieldwork. 
Heavy rain was also a concern for cotton on the Texas High Plains, 
where bolls were beginning to open. Farther west, widespread showers 
provided limited drought relief in the Four Corners States. Chilly 
weather prevailed elsewhere from the Rockies westward, slowing the 
emergence of newly planted winter grains. Weekly temperatures averaged 
as much as 10°F below normal in the Southwest, and freezes ended the 
growing season across much of the Intermountain West. Freezes were 
noted as far east as Montana, where cool weather slowed winter wheat 
emergence. 


Early in the week, widespread flooding continued across the East in the 
wake of Hurncane Ivan. On September 19, the Ohio River at Marietta, 
OH, crested 8.37 feet above flood stage. Farther downstream, the Ohio 
River at Racine Locks and Dam reached 48.8 feet (10.8 feet above 
flood stage) at 8 a.m. on September 19, breaking a record set on February 
27, 1979. The high-water mark at Racine, OH, during the last 30 years 
was 48.2 feet. On the other side of the Appalachians, major flooding 
was reported at some points along the Delaware and Susquehanna 
Rivers. Flooding along the Delaware River was generally the worst 
since August 1955, while flooding along the Susquehanna River was 
comparable to the January 1996 event. On September 19, the Delaware 
River at Easton, PA, crested 11.45 feet above the 22-foot flood stage 
The Susquehanna River at Bloomsburg, PA, crested 8.0 feet above the 
19-foot flood stage and 0.1 foot above the January 1996 high-water mark. 


Elsewhere, chilly weather lingered early in the week across the 
Northwest, while warmth overspread the Plains and Midwest. On 
September 18, a daily-record low of 24°F in Redmond, OR, contrasted 
with a daily-record high of 91°F in Grand Forks, ND. A day later in 
California, record lows included 34°F at Lake Arrowhead and 38°F in 
Paso Robles. By September 22, daily-record lows across the 
Intermountain West included 13°F in Randolph, UT, and 24°F in 
Greer, AZ. Locally heavy precipitation preceded the push of cool air 
across the West, resulting in the wettest 1-hour period on record in 
downtown Sacramento, CA. Nearly all (1.8] inches) of Sacramento’s 
daily total of 1.93 inches fell in 1 hour, surpassing its record of 1.65 
inches established on April 7, 1935. Elko, NV, noted consecutive daily- 
record totals (0.72 and 0.26 inch on September 19 and 20), including a 
trace of snow. Farther east, September 20 snowfall in Utah totaled 7 
inches at Alta and 9 inches at Snowbird. Snowfall also topped a half- 
foot in parts of the Sierra Nevada and the central Rockies. In 
Montana, Missoula tied its September record with measurable 
precipitation on 10 consecutive days (totaling 1.57 inches) from 
September 11-20. Missoula also received measurable rain on 10 days in 
a row from September 13-22, 1959. Significant rainfall also dampened 
the Plains, where daily-record totals on September 22 included 2.36 
inches in Dodge City, KS, and 2.30 inches in Hastings, NE. 


Depariure of Average Temperature from Normal (‘F) 


SEP 19 - 25, 2004 
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In contrast, Little Rock, AR, collected rainfall totaling just 0.11 inch (3 
percent of normal) from August 21 - September 20, its driest such period 
on record (previously, 0.18 inch in 1936). Little Rock later observed 
0.30 inch on September 24-25, averting its dnest September on record 
(0.27 inch in 1917). Farther north, parts of the Midwest remained on 
track for their driest September on record. For example, September 1-26 
rainfall totaled 0.13 inch (4 percent of normal) in Muskegon, ML 
compared with its September 1979 record of 0.17 inch. Michigan was 
also at the heart of a late-season warm spell. From September 22-24, the 
Michigan cities of Alpena (86, 82, and 85°F) and Gaylord (83, 83, and 
80°F) noted three consecutive daily-record highs. 


Hurricane Jeanne moved ashore across nearly the same location (near the 
St. Lucie/Martin County line) as Frances exactly 3 weeks earlier. 
Jeanne was more intense (Frances’ maximum sustained winds were near 
105 m.p.h.) and moving more quickly at landfall, allowing high winds to 
spread farther west across Florida’s peninsula. In Vero Beach (Indian 
River County), a Florida Coastal Monitoring Program wind tower 
measured a peak wind gust to 122 m.p.h. just after midnight on 
September 26. Farther south, the peak gust in West Palm Beach reached 
83 m.p.h. during the evening of September 25, following a September 5 
gust to 82 m.p.h. Farther inland, Orlando clocked a September 26 gust 
to 78 m.p.h., following peak gusts to 105 m.p.h. on August 13 and 69 
m.p.h. on September 5. West Palm Beach netted 12.22 inches on 
September 4-5 and 6.42 inches on September 25-26, leaving its month-to- 
date total of 24.79 inches just shy of its September 1960 record of 24.86 
inches. Even prior to Jeanne’s arrival, locally heavy showers fell across 
southern Florida due to the remnants of Ivan. On September 20, Vero 
Beach (4.07 inches) posted a daily-record total. Four days later, Ivan 
produced a daily-record total of 3.21 inches in Shreveport, LA. Nearby 
Lufkin, TX, netted a 24-hour total of 3.33 inches on September 24-25. 


Scattered showers in Hawaii were most numerous across the western 
islands. Weekly rainfall totaled 1.20 inches in Lihue, Kauai, where 
measurable precipitation was observed on 22 consecutive days from 
September 5-26 and 34 of 35 days from August 23 - September 26. 
Meanwhile in Alaska, cool weather lingered for a fourth consecutive 
week, holding temperatures as much as 4°F below normal. Widespread 
rain and snow accompanied the Alaskan chill, resulting in daily-record 
totals in locations such as Bethel (0.66 inch on September 21) and Valdez 
(1.83 inches on September 25). Valdez noted another daily-record total 
the following day, when 3.19 inches fell. Month-to-date precipitation 
through September 26 climbed to 10.16 inches (123 percent of normal) 
in Valdez, 4.70 inches (142 percent) in Anchorage, and 4.56 inches(184 
percent) in King Salmon. More than 40 percent (1.93 inches, including 
6.1 inches of snow) of Anchorage’s precipitation fell on September 25- 
26. Previously, the heaviest September snow in Anchorage occurred on 


September 29-30, 1965, when 4.6 inches fell. 
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Agricultural Weather Data Compiled by USDA’s Stoneville Field Office _ 
Weather Data for the Week Ending September 25, 2004 





Data provided by the Mississippi State Delta Research and Extension Center (DREC) 
and the University of Missouri Extension Commercial Agriculture Program. 
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Compiled by USDA/OCE/WAOB's Stoneville Field Office. 
* Based on 1971-2000 normals. 
- Sufficient data not available. 


NW = Northwest; NC = North Central; NE = Northeast; C = Central; EC = East Central; SW = Southwest; SE = Southeast. 


Weather and Crop Summary for the Mississippi Delta: Warm, dry weather provided excellent conditions for crop maturation and 
fieldwork. Showers in the Delta associated with resurgent Tropical Storm Ivan were isolated and very light. The majority of the Delta 


experienced ideal conditions for fall tillage and harvesting of all major crops, although pastures and winter crop fields were in need 
of rain to replenish soil moisture 











Note: For information on the weather stations in the Missouri Bootheel 
and recently added stations elsewhere in the State, please visit: 


http: //agebb. missouri. edu/weather/stations/index.htm 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 
Weather Data for the Week Ending September 25, 2004 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 25, 2004 
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Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 25, 2004 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION Te Lqgtumeen or one 


EMP. * PRECIP 











STATES 
AND 
STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Sep1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Sep1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE Jan 1 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 





TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRIST! 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 

LA CROSSE 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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8) 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3) 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
0 
1 
i) 
0 
0 
6 
0 
it) 
2 
0 
1 
1 
Q 
1 
1 
0 
1 
i) 
1 
3 
1 
1 
0 
i) 
i) 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
i) 
i) 
0 
0 
0 
8) 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
it) 
0 
1 
0 
1 


We WBEROOHNNDMFLONOWNUMOOH TOO HKFNNWUARWNEN 


cooooooooooooco0o°c 2 


NwswOr0Q00c0c0o Co 









































*** Not Available 


NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete 











Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


September 28, 2004 








Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending September 26, 2004 


Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 





Winter Wheat Percent Planted 


Corn Percent Dented 


Corn Percent Harvested 





Sep 26 -Prev--- Prev 5-¥r 
2004. Week -- Year Avg 


Sep 26° Prev = Prev 
2004: “Week: = Year 


Sep26 Prev Prev &-Y¥r 
2004. Week Year Avg 





AR a 1 3 2 


co 88 75 99 


co a 1 10 6 





CA a 3 3 3 


IL 98 97 98 


IL 27 10 14 23 





co 82 62 78 71 


IN 93 95 96 


IN 17 8 7 16 





iD 37 18 37 32 


1A 97 92 99 


1A § 2 9 11 





IL 5 1 a 4 


KS 100 99 100 


KS 37 22 52 53 





IN 6 3 6 6 


KY 100 98 100 


KY 56 38 49 62 





KS 29 21 38 32 


Mi 73 55 85 90 


MI 1 0 2 5 





Mi 28 9 26 20 


MN 86 66 99 98 


MN 0 0 8 5 





MO 5 3 a 6 


MO 99 98 $9 


MO 51 30 §2 55 





MT 66 a4 45 47 


NE 96 90 97 99 


NE 7 4 10 15 





NE 68 48 77 73 


NC 100 100 100 


NC 78 66 82 64 





NC 8 5 2 6 


ND 68 54 99 99 


ND 0 0 6 2 





OH 5 oO 2 + 


OH 96 30 92 94 


OH a a 2 6 





OK 47 34 §2 39 


PA 93 87 69 81 


PA 22 21 4 13 





OR 5 2 23 12 


SD 88 75 939 939 


sD 1 0 8 8 





SD 49 39 59 56 


™N 100 100 100 100 


™ rit 60 70 80 





TX 61 34 51 42 


TX 100 99 100 100 


T™X 73 66 78 78 





WA 55 48 67 65 


Wi 59 43 92 89 


wi 0 0 5 4 





18 Sts 42 23 44 38 


18 Sts 92 85 St $8 


48:Sts 46 oe 46 43 





These 18 States planted 91% of last 
year’s winter wheat acreage. 








These 18 States planted 92% of last 
year's corn acreage. 





These 18 States harvested 94% of 
last year's corn acreage. 











Winter Wheat Percent Emerged 


Corn Percent Mature 


Soybeans Percent Dropping 
Leaves 





Sep 26 “Prev Prev 5-¥r 
2004 Week “Year = “Avg 


Sep 26. Prev Prev 
2004 Week = Year Avg 





AR 0 1 LY) 


25 17 75 63 


Sep 26 Prev Prev §-¥r 
2004 Week Year Avg 








CA 0 0 0 


90 72 80 87 


57 a4 37 46 








co 38 re f 


82 64 $5 77 


78 62 68 76 








iD 9 6 


59 38 86 87 


88 78 70 83 








ik 0 ) 


94 76 94 30 


84 64 84 77 








IN 0 1 


92 82 93 96 


79 §9 67 red 








KS 10 13 


28 10 32 50 


75 37 59 65 








Mi 


15 1 89 76 


ae 66 63 74 








MO 1 


94 85 92 34 


39 15 68 68 








MT 14 


51 32 66 80 


57 29 95 30 








97 97 97 


97 91 84 84 








NC 2 


5 3 83 65 


60 40 50 56 








OH 0 


55 31 29 50 


83 57 71 78 








4 
ty] 
4 
NE 39 43 
4 
UY] 
4 


OK 18 2 16 


59 55 24 41 


23 15 28 24 








OR 0 6 a 


29 19 73 69 


53 27 90 85 








sD 17 14 18 


98 95 98 99 


OH 77 58 69 81 








T™ 26 19 18 


98 84 95 96 


SD 82 60 94 89 








WA 33 33 39 


12 5 49 51 


™ 55 38 43 51 








18 Sts 47 “AG 16 


18 Sts 68 4a 73 78 


Wi 46 27 76 67 





AB Sts 42 $2 73 Be 





These 18 States planted 91% of last 
year's winter wheat acreage. 








These 18 States planted 92% of last 


year's corn acreage. 














These 18 States planted 96% of last 


year's soybean acreage. 











September 28, 2004 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 








Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending September 26, 2004 


Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 








Soybeans Percent Harvested Cotton Percent Harvested Sorghum Percent Harvested 





Sep:26::: Prev: Prev 5-Y¥r Sep:26: Prev: Prev 5-Yr Sep 26: Prev: Prev 5-Yr 

2004: Week: 2 Year: - Avg 2004: Week: “Year: = Avg 2004: Week = Year: = Avg 

AR 33 26 17 16 AL 7 4 13 AR 90 80 84 88 
IL 29 11 12 15 AZ 10 7 12 co 3 0 4 6 
IN 34 14 8 14 AR 8 9 16 IL 18 3 4 14 
1A 16 3 16 14 CA 2 0 1 KS 12 6 15 30 
KS 21 6 6 19 GA 8 7 10 LA 99 96 96 
9 
6 


















































KY 11 1 4 11 LA 10 39 MO 35 19 33 42 
LA 55 40 45 MS 21 30 NE 3 1 6 18 
Mi 5 4 8 MO 6 
MN 0 26 20 NC 6 
MS 84 65 53 OK 3 
MO 11 4 3 sc 5 

6 

8 








2 
2 


= 
N 











2 22 NM 0 t) 1 1 
0 3 OK 30 21 28 32 
4 5 SD 4 3 13 12 
1 8 T™ 58 56 58 72 
6 19 44 Sts 34 29 35 47 
0 
0 
3 
































NE 17 9 12 T™N 

NC 2 0 0 TX 1 
ND 1 21 49 VA 7 3 last year's sorghum acreage. 
OH 22 5 12 14 Sts 42 4 48 
sD 1 17 14 These 14 States harvested 98% of 
TN 15 4 3 last year's cotton acreage. 

Wi 0 8 7 Peanuts Percent Harvested 
48 Sts AS 44 45 ' 
These 18 States harvested 96% of Sorghum Percent Coloring Sep26 Prev Prev Yr 


5 2004 Week: Year Avg 
last year’s soybean acreage. Sep26 Prev Prev Yr aL ‘ ‘ * a 


2004 Week Year: Avg FL 30 25 41 38 
AR 100 100 100 100 aA s a 
co 62 51 95 80 NC 46 4 2 7 


IL 9999s 95 OK 5 2 F > 
Cotton Percent Bolls Opening KS 88 78 88 95 TX 5 4 4 13 


LA 100 100 100 
Sep26 Prev Prev 5-Y¥r a - ~ oe a VA 30 15 9 14 
2004: Week . Year Ang TSts 416 8 22 


AL 84 64 86 (85 a = = These 7 States harvested 97% of 
AZ 95 90 98 98 = == = - a last year's peanut acreage. 
AR $0 714 82 


94 SD 93 84 99 97 
CA ss 60 71 78 


GA 83 7 7? T™ 88 75 75 91 


78 14 Sts 88 78 85 33 
LA 88 81 94 96 


MS 92 84 $8 96 These 11 States planted 97% of last 
year’s sorghum acreage. Sep26 Prev = Prev §-¥F 
MO 80 S3 S6 83 2004 Week Year Avg 
NC 90 83 61 74 AR 73 53 69 70 
=< = 73 = 72 Sorghum Percent Mature CA 50 30 22 25 
™N a = = Sep 26 Prev. Prev §-Y¥r LA ss sz 28 5 
TX 53 35 54 71 2004: Week "Year Avg 8 = = - & 
VA 85 82 51 35 AR 100 95 939 939 ™ 99 38 97 38 
14Sts._ 72 58 67 7S 18 13 56 35 ogee oe mn oe = 
bape nditalieacaaed.siniacnamiatstaiaiaaa me = oe = = These 6 States harvested 100% of 
year's cotton acreage. LA 7400 700 700 400 last year's rice acreage. 
MO 73 56 64 76 
NE 39 15 45 65 
NM 6 5 7 15 
OK 44 40 56 58 
SD 36 28 62 57 
TX 74 61 61 80 
114. Sts 56 $1. 54 69 
These 11 States planted 97% of last 
year's sorghum acreage. 
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2 23 These 11 States harvested 97% of 
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Rice Percent Harvested 












































































































































Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin September 28, 2004 








Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending September 26, 2004 


Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 








Spring Wheat Percent Harvested Soybeans Crop Condition by Cotton Crop Condition by 


Percent Percent 
Sep 26 = Prev Prev 5-Yr 


2004 Week “Year = -Avg ex 
iD 99 97 100 39 AR 25 AL 
MN 90 69 99 98 IL 23 AZ 
MT 88 84 100 95 IN 26 AR 
ND 84 76 100 98 1A 20 CA 
SD 100 100 100 100 KS a0 GA 
WA 100 99 100 100 KY 34 LA 
& Sts 88 84 400 38 LA 5 MS 
These 6 States harvested 99% of Mi 11 MO 
last year's spring wheat acreage. MN 7 NC 
MS 35 OK 
MO 415 


sc 

NE 15 T™N 

Barley Percent Harvested NC 9 ™ 
VA 


ND 5 
Sep 26 Prev Prev 5-¥r OH 47 44 Sts 

200K Weck Yeor Avg SD 13 Prev Wk 
iD 96 94 99 98 TN 25 Sieve Vr 
MN 93 88 39 99 Wi 20 
MT 97 94 100 $7 18 Sts 49 
ND 95 91 100 $9 Prev Wk 47 
WA ca Prev Yr 7 Sorghum Crop Condition by 
5 Sts 36 $3 400 $8 Percent 
These 5 States harvested 85% of 
last year's barley acreage. 
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2.23 42 ~~ 32 
4 22 46 28 
oo 35 65 

3930S 3 

38.362 

19 63241 

24 60 = 15 
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vp PF GG EX 
Corn Crop Condition by Percent AR a a oe 
co 1234 43 ~—(10 
VPP EF. GX IL 1 9 68 22 
114340 KS 41.25 45—15 
13.5727 LA 6 52 42 0 
13 48 33 Mo 4 23 60 13 
18 51 23 NE 12, 43 35 ~—SS 
18 48 22 NM Ss = eee 
14,4042 OK 4116 ~=56 17 
363612 SD = = = S 
30. 51 9 T™ 7 24 49 «19 
14. 5328 11 Sts 9.27 46 (15 
21 42 26 Prev Wk . @.. @ . % 
26 5911 Prev Yr 28 34 +20 ~~ 3 
3438S 
23.48 19 
7 36 54 


25 46 17 VP - Very Poor 


a ae P - Poor 
13 49 36 


26 43 13 F - Fair 
2 48 «23 G - Good 


20.47 —-23 EX - Excellent 
29 38 11 




















Sugarbeets Percent Harvested co 2 
IL 1 
IN 2 
1A 2 
KS 4 
KY 1 
MI 4 
MN 2 
MO 4 
NE 5 
NC 4 
7 
3 
1 
4 
0 
0 
5 
3 
3 
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-j/o!|—= 








iy, > 


Sep 26 Prev Prev 5-¥r 

2004 Week Year Ayg 

iD 7 2 5 7 

Mi 1 0 1 21 

MN 6 10 3 

ND 4 4 10 9 

4 Sts § 3 8 44 

These 4 States planted 84% of last 
year's sugarbeet acreage. 
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ND 

OH 

PA 

SD 

Sep26 Prev Prev §-¥r um 

2004 Week ‘Year Ang 1 

co 10. NA 14 7 Wi 
KS 8 NA 14 20 18 Sts 

ND 0 NA 2 Prev Wk 
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Sunflowers Percent Harvested 
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41 
sD 4 NA 42 3 Prev Yr 
4 Sts 2 NA & § i 
These 4 States harvested 87% of NA Not Available 
last year's sunflower acreage. - Revised 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending September 26, 2004 


Weekly U.S. Crop Progress and Condition Tables provided by USDA/NASS 








Peanuts Crop Condition by 
Percent 





Seis pee tee > g VP - Very Poor 


36__46 P - Poor 
2 = F - Fair National crop conditions for 


33-57 G - Good selected States are weighted 
13 74 EX - Excellent based upon the year 2003 
8 = planted acres. 

ares NA - Not Available 


27. «47 * . Revised 
26 50 





AL 

FL 

GA 

NC 

OK 

TX 

VA 

7 Sts 
Prev Wk 
Prev Yr 
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Pasture and Range Crop Condition by Percent 
Week Ending September 26, 2004 


P F G EX P 
9 27 53 10]|NH 1 
34 22 13 NJ 0 
30 38 15 NM 15 
0 0 NY a 
39 37 NC 2 

27 73 ND 

10 78 OH 

15 45 OK 

32 56 OR 

38 48 PA 

39 43 RI 

31 47 sc 

32 a4 sD 

33 34 ™ 

24 44 T™ 

48 20 UT 

6 59 VT 

31 36 VA 
21 79 WA 
43 20 WV 

29 54 WI 
43 35 WY 

24 41 
34 15 
33 16 
34 27 
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National Agricultural Summary 





September 20 - 26, 2004 
Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 





Hurricane Ivan came ashore along the central 
Gulf Coast Thursday, causing significant 
damage to cotton and peanut crops in southern 
Alabama and the Florida Panhandle. As it 
moved further inland, ivan brought heavy rains 
to the Southeast, Ohio Valley, and middie 
Atlantic Coast, causing some flooding and 
fieldwork delays. Elsewhere, moderate to 
locally heavy precipitation fell in the western 
Corn Belt, bolstering crop conditions, while light 
to moderate rainfall in the northern and central 
Great Plains also benefitted crops. Crop 





HIGHLIGHTS 


conditions declined in the Southwest, southern 
Great Plains, and Mississippi Delta, under 
mostly dry conditions. Precipitation was heavy 
in coastal areas of the Pacific Northwest, but 
lighter in the interior part of the region and 
neighboring areas of the Rocky Mountains. 
Warm weather prevailed across most of the 
Nation, aiding crop development, particularly in 
the northern Great Plains and northern Corn 
Belt. Only in the Pacific Northwest and northern 
Rockies did temperatures average below 
normal. 








Corn: Ninety-two percent of the crop was at or beyond the dent stage, 
5 percentage points behind last year and 6 points behind normal. 
Maturation, at 58 percent, was 15 points behind last year and 20 points 
behind the 5-year average. Harvest advanced to 16 percent complete, the 
same as last year but 3 points behind normal. Denting reached completion 
in Kansas, Kentucky, and Texas and neared completion across the 
southem Corn Belt. However, progress remained well behind average in 
the northem Corn Belt, trailing the normal pace by over 2 weeks in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin and over 3 weeks in North Dakota. Maturation 
was far behind the normal pace in the western Com Belt and adjacent 
areas of the Great Plains, with Minnesota and North Dakota as much as 
60 points behind the 5-year average. However, in the eastern Com Belt, 
Ohio Valley, and Southeast, the crop matured ahead of normal. Harvest 
was most advanced in North Carolina, at 78 percent complete, followed 
closely by Tennessee at 77 percent. Harvest was just getting underway in 
Michigan and South Dakota but had not begun in Minnesota, North 
Dakota, and Wisconsin. 


Winter Wheat: Growers had sown 42 percent of their acreage, 2 points 
behind last year but 4 points ahead of normal. Emergence reached 
17 percent complete, compared with 16 percent for last year and 
15 percent for the 5-year average. Planting progressed rapidly in the Great 
Plains and Rocky Mountains, advancing 27 points in Texas, 22 points in 
Montana, and 20 points in Colorado and Nebraska. Planting had begun 
in all States. Emergence was most advanced in Nebraska, at 39 percent, 


and Colorado, at 38 percent, progressing 25 and 20 points during the 
week, respectively 


Soybeans: The acreage dropping leaves, at 72 percent, was | point 
behind last year and 3 points behind normal. Harvest advanced to 
18 percent complete, compared with 14 percent last year and 15 percent 
for the 5-year average. The crop rapidly dropped leaves, with one-fifth of 
the Nation’ s acreage entering the stage during the week, led by Kentucky, 
which advanced 38 points. The Minnesota and North Dakota crop was 
over 30 points behind normal, despite advancing 28 and 26 points, 
respectively. Growers exceeded their normal harvest pace in most States 
but trailed behind normal in the northem Great Plains and northern Corn 
Belt. Harvest had not begun in Minnesota and Wisconsin and was just 
getting underway in Michigan and the Dakotas. 


Cotton: Seventy-two percent of the acreage had open bolls, 5 points 
ahead of last year but 7 points behind normal. Producers had harvested 
12 percent of their crop, 1 point behind last year and 6 points behind the 
5-year average. In most States, 80 percent or more of the crop had open 
bolls. However, only 53 percent of Texas’s crop had reached the stage, 
18 points behind normal. Harvest had begun across the Nation but trailed 


behind the normal pace in all States, except California, North Carolina, 
and Virginia. 


Sorghum: Turning color advanced to 88 percent complete, compared 
with 85 percent last year and 93 percent for the 5-year average 


Fifty-six percent of the acreage had reached maturity, 2 points ahead of 
last year but 13 points behind normal. Harvest was 34 percent complete, 
1 point behind last year and 13 points behind the average. Coloring and 
maturation were a week or more behind the normal nationwide pace, 
while harvest was over 2 weeks behind normal. In Kansas, with nearly 
40 percent of the Nation’s acreage, progress was over | week behind 
normal in all stages. In Texas, coloring advanced steadily to within a 
week of normal, but maturation and harvest trailed the normal pace by 
2 and 3 weeks, respectively. 


Rice: Growers had harvested 75 percentof their acreage, 10 points ahead 
of last year and 9 points ahead of the average. Harvest was 99 percent 
complete in Louisiana and Texas. Missouri producers progressed the 
most, harvesting 29 percent of their crop during the week, while harvest 
advanced 20 points in Arkansas and California. Harvest progress was 
ahead of normal in all States, with California growers exceeding their 
normal pace by 25 points. 


Small Grains: The spring wheat harvest advanced to 88 percent 
complete, 12 points behind last year and 10 points behind normal. 
Harvest was complete in South Dakota and Washington and nearly 
complete in Idaho. Elsewhere, harvest slowly progressed, with growers 
over 3 weeks behind their normal harvest pace in Minnesota and over 
2 weeks behind in North Dakota. 


Ninety-six percent of the barley crop was harvested, compared with 
100 percent last year and 98 percent for the 5-year average. Harvest was 
at least 95 percent complete in all States, except Minnesota, where just 
93 percent of the acreage had been harvested, over 3 weeks behind 
normal. 


Other Crops: Peanut growers had harvested 16 percentof their acreage, 
4 points behind last year and 6 points behind normal. In North Carolina 
and Virginia, harvest steadily progressed, finishing the week at 9 and 
16 points ahead of normal, respectively. Elsewhere in the Southeast, 
where hurricane-related rains and flooding have hindered harvesting, 
progress remained behind normal. 


The sugar beet harvest advanced to 5 percent complete, compared with 
8 percent last year and 11 percent for the 5-year average. Rainfall in 
North Dakota halted harvesting, while in Michigan and Minnesota, 
harvest was slow as above-normal temperatures prevented piling. 
Progress was behind normal in three of the four major producing States, 
with Idaho growers harvesting at the normal pace. 


Two percent of the sunflower crop had been harvested, 4 points behind 
last year and 3 points behind normal. Colorado growers had harvested 
10 percent of their acreage, 3 points ahead of normal. Harvest had not 
begun in North Dakota and trailed behind the normal pace in Kansas and 
South Dakota. 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national 
scale. More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the 


National Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 
http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork was 5.4. Topsoil 0% very short, 14% 
short, 64% adequate, 22% surplus. Corn 78% harvested, 79% 2003,80% avg.; 
condition 9% very poor, 6% poor, 20% fair, 53% good, 12% excellent. Soybeans 
100% setting pods, 100% 2003, 97% avg.; 80% dropping leaves, 47% 2003, 55% 
avg.; 19% harvested, 3% 2003, 8% avg.; condition 10% very poor, 11% poor, 12% 
fair, 62% good, 5% excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 9% poor, 27% fair, 53% 
good, 10% excellent. Livestock condition 0% very poor, 3% poor, 20% fair, 56% 
good, 21% excellent. The weather was sunny across the state following !van 
allowing field activities to resume with little delay 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0 Topsoil 30% short, 70% adequate 
Subsoil moisture 40% short, 60% adequate. Low temperatures dipped into the 
teens in several areas last week. Precipitation fell across the state during the 
week, sometimes in the form of snow. The barley crop remained at 95% 
harvested. The harvest of oats was complete. Potato harvest was 85% complete 
statewide. The second harvest of hay was reported at 60% complete. Wind or rain 
damage to small grains was reported in the Delta Junction area. Winter supplies 
of hay were listed as 10% short, 80% adequate, 10% surplus. Farm activities for 


the week include harvesting vegetables, potatoes and hay as well as preparing for 
winter. 





ARIZONA: Temperatures for the State were below normal for the fourth week 
of September. Alfalfa condition remains mostly good. Cotton bolls have opened 
on ninety-five percent of the acreage, slightly behind last year and the 5-year 
average. Harvesting is complete on 10 percent of the acreage, compared to 
seven percent last year and the five year average of twelve percent 
Precipitation was reported at 11 of the 17 reporting stations, ranging from 0.05 
inches in Tucson to 2.52 inches in Payson 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6 Soil 42% very short, 43% short 
15% adequate, 0% surplus Com 98% Harvested, 94% 2003, 95% 5- year avg 
Soybeans 73% Yellowing, 57% 2003, 48% 5 -year avg.; 57% Shedding, 37% 2003 
46% 5- year avg.; 45% Matured, 25% 2003, N/A% 5 year avg; 33% Harvested 
17% 2003, 16% 5- year avg.; condition 1% very poor, 7% poor, 23% fair, 44 % 
good, 25% excellent. Sorghum: 100% Matured, 99% 2003, 99% 5- year avg; 90% 
Harvested, 84 % 2003, 88% 5- year avg. Cotton 90% Open Bolls, 82% 2003, 91% 
5- year avg.; 8% Harvested, 9% 2003, 16% 5- year avg.; condition 0% very poor 
4% poor, 22% fair, 46 % good, 28% excellent. Rice 73% Harvested, 69% 2003 
70% 5 year avg. Winter Wheat 4% Planted, 3% 2003, 2% 5-year avg:0% 
Emerged, 1% 2003, 0% 5-year avg. Hay-Other condition 7% very poor,25% poor. 
36% fair, 25% good, 7% excellent. Hay-Alfalfa condition 4% very poor, 16% poor 
49% fair, 31% good, 0% excellent. Pasture, Range feed 12% very poor, 30% poor 
38% fair, 15% good, 5% excellent. Hot, dry conditions continue across the state 
CROPS: Late season soybeans continue to be irrigated as they approach 
maturity. Cotton defoliation continues, boll openers are being applied to slower 
maturing fields. Some producers have begun burning down fields, with rice nearly 
75% harvested. However, buming bans have been issued in some counties and 
may slow this process. Producers are waiting for rain in order to speed up wheat 
planting LIVESTOCK: Livestock are in overall good condition. The hot, dry 
weather is significantly affecting pasture condition around the state. Pastures and 
hayfields have dried up considerably over the past two weeks. Therefore hay 
feeding has begun in some counties. Still, some producers are applying fertilizer 
in hopes of receiving rain soon 





CALIFORNIA: Ground preparation of harvested grain fields was ongoing as the 
fall planting season approached. Wheat, oats, and barley were planted in a few 
fields. Cotton defoliation was in full swing and cotton growers continued to make 
harvest preparations Harvest had begun in a few earlier planted fields. Rice 
harvest continued in all growing regions. Excellent yields were reported for the 
sugar beet crop being harvested. Com was harvested for grain, green chop, and 
silage. Other fields showed steady growth and development. Alfalfa continued 
to be harvested for hay, silage, green chop, and seed. Good hay quality was 
reported. irngation and pest control applications took place in many areas 
Blackeye bean fields were being cut and windrowed. Harvesting of vineseed, 
potatoes, and sweet potatoes continued. Harvesting of raisins continued, but 
tapidly neared completion. An estimated 90 percent of the crop had been 
harvested with roughly 75 percent picked up and put in bins. Approximately 10 
percent of the crop had been rolled and less than 10 percent was still drying on 
open trays. Mechanical harvesting of dried on the vine raisin vineyards continued, 
and a few unharvested vineyards remained. Wine grape and table grape 
harvesting also continued in many areas Picking continued in stone fruit 


orchards, but fewer late season varieties remained. Harvested varieties included 
Sweet September and Snow Magic peaches, Angeleno and Flavor Full pluots and 
plums, and August Red and September Red nectarines. Summer pruning and 
brush shredding were in progress in some harvested stone fruit orchards, along 
with irrigation and weed control work. Stumps and brush from removed orchards 
and vineyards were piled to dry. Apple harvesting continued with Granny Smith, 
Fuji, and Red Delicious varieties picked and packed. Asian pears, figs, pears 
quince, and pomegranates were picked in several locations. Irngation continued 
in a few tree fruit orchards with maturing fruit. Newly planted strawberry plants 
were growing well with blossoms showing in some fields. Shipments of Valencia 
oranges continued as the remaining fruits were picked. The Navel orange crop was 
sizing fairly, though rain is still badly needed to boost fruit sizes. insecticide 
herbicide, and fertilizer applications were applied in citrus groves. Good fruit 
development was reported. The olive harvest continued. Some loads of olives 
were rejected due to the olive fruit fly. The almond harvest was ending in late 
variety orchards. Trees were shaken, and nuts were swept into windrows, picked 
up, and hauled to hullers. Imigation was underway in many harvested almond 
orchards Pistachio harvesting operations increased, and good yields were 
reported. Maturing pecan orchards promised a healthy crop. Irrigation continued 
in a number of orchards. Early variety walnuts were being harvested in several 
areas. Vegetable fields continued to be irrigated and treated to control insect pests 
as needed. Some tomato fields were sprayed for blight and insects. Fields were 
being prepared for next season’s garlic crop in Fresno County. Planting of 
broccoli and lettuce continued. Radicchio planting began in the west side of 
Fresno County Harvesting of cantaloupe, eggplant, freezer lima beans 
honeydew, peppers, pumpkins, squash, sweet corn, and watermelons was ongoing 
Harvesting of both fresh market and processing tomatoes was winding down for 
the season. Harvested fields were being disced. In the San Joaquin Valley 
excess fresh market tomatoes were disced and mold counts were on the rise in 
late season tomatoes after last weeks rain. The following vegetables were also 
harvested: basil, bitter melon, bok choy, carrots, cucumbers, daikon, gailon, green 
beans, kohirabi, lemon grass, lettuce, long beans, moqua, okra, opo, sinqua, snake 
gourd, sugar cane, taro leaf, and various herbs. Rain in some foothill areas early 
in the period was too soon or too little to start the winter pasture season. Rain in 
some mountain areas relieved pasture stress but with colder night-time 
temperatures the summer pasture season was winding down. Many feeder cattle 
have shipped to market or to feediots. Some spring caives in the northern area 
have yet to be weaned and shipped. Cattle on dry foothill pastures continued to 
receive supplemental feed and nutrients. Fall calving continued. Sheep, mainly 
stock ewes grazed on fallow land, harvested grain fields and in harvested 
processed tomato fields. Beehives were placed in sites where blooming flowers 
and weeds were still available as a pollen source. Turkey farmers were making 
preparations for the upcoming holiday season 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Top soil 11% very short, 27% 
short, 59% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 17% very short, 35% short, 47% 
adequate, 1% surplus. The state experienced above average rainfall and below 
normal temperatures last week. The additional moisture improved most crop 
conditions overall. Spring wheat 98% harvested, 100% 2003, 96% avg. Com 
silage 54% harvested, 89% 2003, 83% avg. Sunflower condition 1% very poor 
2% poor, 21% fair, 56% good 20% excellent. Alfalfa hay 78% 3” cutting, 79% 
2003, 79% avg.; 24% 4” cutting, 23% 2003, 24% avg.; condition 2% very poor, 9% 
poor, 36% fair, 36% good, 17% excellent. Dry beans 81% cut, 85% 2003, 87% 
avg; 44% harvested, 50% 2003, 64% avg.; condition 6% very poor, 13% poor 
21% fair, 35% good, 25% excellent. Dry onions 75% harvested, 81% 2003, 75% 
avg; condition 1% very poor, 4% poor, 17% fair, 58% good, 20% excellent 
Summer potatoes 76% harvested, 85% 2003, 83% avg.; condition 1% poor, 31% 
fair, 56% good, 12% excellent. Fall potatoes 42% harvested, 37% 2003, 45% 
avg.,; condition 3% poor, 29% fair, 50% good, 18% excellent. Sugar beets 
condition 1% poor, 23% fair, 48% good, 28% excellent 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 2% very short, 15% 
short, 80% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 8% very short, and 85% 
adequate. Com condition 10% poor, 22% fair, 44% good, and 24% excellent. Com 
mature 97%, 82% 2003, 80% avg. Corn harvested for grain 53%, 34% 2003, 37% 
avg. Soybean condition 3% poor, 5% fair, 64% good, and 28% excellent; turning 
color 76%, 28% 2003 40% avg.; dropping leaves 49%, 3% 2003, 18% avg 
Sorghum condition 2% poor, 17% fair, 60% good, 21% excellent; coloring 94%, 
60% 2003, 67% avg.; mature 78%, 29% 2003, and 36% avg.; harvested 20%, 8% 
2003, 5% avg. Barley planted 7%, 4% 2003, 3% avg. Pasture feed 2% poor, 10% 
fair, 78% good, 10% excellent. Other Hay fourth cutting 37%, 27% 2003, and 39% 
avg. Alfalfa Hay fourth cutting 72%, 42% 2003, and 61% avg. Apples harvested 
43%, 54% 2003, and 62% avg. Com silage harvested 88%, 55% 2003, and 74% 
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avg. Hay supplies 7% short, 90% adequate, and 3% surplus. Good weather 
conditions allowed farmers to increase their corn for grain harvest 8 percent and 
corn for silage harvest increased 7%. Soybeans are rapidly turning color, dropping 
leaves. A few farmers have begun to harvest their soybean crop. Last week was 
a good week to cut alfalfa and other hay. Barley and wheat planting just underway 
for the 2005 crop season. Apple harvest increased 9 percent from last week 





FLORIDA: Topsoil 60% adequate, 40% surplus. Subsoil 50% adequate, 50% 
surplus Rainfall: none Jay, Marianna, Quincy to nearly 14.00 in. Kenansville 
Temperatures: 1 to 2 deg. below average most major cities; highs 80s, lows 60s, 
70s. Hurricane Ivan remnants passing over southern Peninsula, first part of week, 
Hurricane Jeanne passing over most areas, end of week, brought copious amounts 
of rain to some localities, strong winds to most areas. Belle Glade reported about 
4.00 in. from ivan’s remnants, 6.00 in. from Hurncane Jeanne. Homestead 
received about 0.33 in. rain from ivan remnants, 0.75 in. from Jeanne; 
Immokalee got about 0.75 from both, for total of 1.50 in.Peanuts harvested: 30% 
41% last year, 38% 5-year average Peanut feed 1% poor, 19% fair, 80% good 
Drier weather. Panhandle aided cotton recovery, losses from Hurricane ivan 
ranging 10% to 100%. Muddy fields slowing cotton defoliation. Producers dug 
peanuts during drier weather. Winds, rain from recent tropical systems shattered 
some soybeans. Panhandle, northem Peninsula; losses currently being assessed. 
Recent tropical systems replenished soil moisture supplies, most areas. Tomato 
picking underway. Quincy; some damage to quality, yield from recent tropical 
storms. Tomato harvesting to begin in two to three weeks around Immokalee 
Vegetable acreage, Immokalee, Homestead escaped significant damage from 
Hurricane Jeanne; disease incidence expected above average due to pesticides 
washing away. East coast and interior areas affected by third major hurricane this 
summer, rainfall heavy, flood conditions, growers assess damage, some fruit still 
falling, growers removing water from groves. Testing for maturity on grapefruit 
for early shipments, Fallgo tangerines showing color break. Pasture Feed: 5% 
poor, 15% fair, 45% good, 35% excellent. Cattle condition: 5% fair, 75% good 
20% excelient Panhandie: pasture condition improved with warm dry weather 
condition good. North central considerable flooding in low-lying areas from 
Hurricane Jeanne. Preparation for cool season forage planting started weather 
permitting. Armyworms active in Bermuda grass. Southwest: condition of pasture 
range before hurricane Jeanne mostly good to excellent. Statewide: cattle condition 
mostly good. Most livestock auctions had active week after being closed due to 
Hurricane Frances 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for field work 5.3. Soil 3% short, 70% adequate, 27% 
surplus. Hay 1% very poor, 9% poor, 39% fair, 47% good, 4% excelient Peanuts 
28% dug, 34% 2003, 39% avg Rye 11% planted, 15% 2003, 11% avg. Sorghum 
1% very poor, 8% poor, 39% fair, 48% good. 4% excellent, 41% harvested for 
grain, 52% 2003, 44% avg Other small grains 6% planted. 9% 2003. 7% avg 
Apples 4% very poor 16% poor, 28% fair, 46% good. 6% excellent, 50% 
harvested, 44% 2003, 52% avg. Pecans 17% very poor, 29% poor, 34% fair, 19% 
good, 1% excellent A relatively cool, dry week allowed farmers to make 
favorable progress with fieldwork activities Rainfall was mostly isolated across 
the State. Soil moisture supplies were rated as surplus to adequate Rainfall has 
helped pasture and hay fields Armyworms infestations continue to plague 
pastures, soybeans. Farmers were actively harvesting corn and cutting silage 
Cotton that was blown over or in muddy fields were defoliated by plane. in south 
Georgia, peanut harvest was slowed by wet spots in fields. A combination of 
untimely rains followed by recent cool temperatures have caused most of the 
peanut development to lag) TSWV continued to be a problem in peanuts. Pecan 
growers were active clearing up downed tree limbs and resetting blown down trees 
Apple picking resumed as fields dried. Growers were active in planting small grains 
for grazing and cover crops. In other activities. producers harvested grapes. cut 
and bailed hay, and continued the routine care of livestock and poultry 





HAWAII: Light to moderate trade winds continued to bring sunny, dry weather 
with light, scattered showers to the State during the past week. Showers were 
confined to windward, mountain areas during the evening, early morning hours 
Banana, papaya orchards were in mostly fair-to-good condition with active 
harvests. Regular spraying was necessary for disease, insect control. Vegetable 
crops made generally good progress with fair-to-good yields. 





IDAHO: Days Suitable for Fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 14% very short, 30% short 
56% adequate The northern part of the state received rain storms early in the 
week that hindered the compietion of small grain harvest in higher elevations 
Apple harvest in the Southwestern part of the state is 60% complete. Livestock 
are reported to be in good condition on fall pastures. Field Com Harvested for 
Silage 78%, 75% 2003, 55% avg. Oats Harvested for Grain 95%, 100% 2003 
92% avg. Onions Harvested 63%, 80% 2003, 63% avg. Potato Condition 6% fair 
79% good, 15% excellent. Potatoes: Vines Dying/Killed 98%, 97% 2003, 93% avg 
Potatoes Harvested 27%, 27% 2003, 25% avg. Dry Beans Harvested 89%, 82% 
2003, 81% avg Alfalfa Hay 3rd Cutting Harvested 87%, 88% 2003, 87% avg 
4th Cutting Harvested 64%, 62% 2003, 54% avg. Irrigation Water Supply 12% 
very poor, 26% poor, 37% fair, 24% good, and 1% excellent. Activities Included 
Caring for livestock, fall soil preparation, planting winter wheat, and harvesting 
hay, apples, dry beans, onions, sugarbeets, and potatoes 





ILLINOIS: DATA NOT AVAILABLE 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil 14% very short, 43% short, 
43% adequate. Subsoil 8% very short, 28% short, 64% adequate. Near perfect 
weather conditions allowed good progress for harvesting corn and soybeans. Best 
progress for soybean harvest is in the central region at 47 percent complete 
Soybean harvest is 9 days ahead of average. Ideal field conditions existed as 
there was virtually no precipitation in the state. Some flooding along the Ohio 
river. Moisture content of com harvested is averaging 20 percent. Moisture 
content of soybeans harvested is averaging 11 percent. Soils becoming very dry 
in most areas of the state. Corn and Soybean harvest in full swing. Com and 
soybean fields are rapidly advancing toward maturity. Harvesting of corn for 
silage and seed com is winding up. Some corn lodging due to weak stalks. Final 
cutting and baling of hay made good progress. Winter wheat seeding on par with 
last year and average. Pastures are rapidly drying up. Temperatures averaged 
1° below to 7° above normal for the week. Precipitation averaged 0.00 to 0.01 
inches Soybeans 69% mature, 36% 2003, 54% avg. Tobacco harvest 87% 
complete, 80% 2003, 87% avg. Pastures 4% very poor, 13% poor, 31% fair, 47% 
good, 5% excellent. Livestock are in mostly good condition. Activities: Tillage of 
soils, chopping stalks, cleaning out grain bins, mowing roadsides, sorting, weaning 
calves, spreading lime, fertilizer, discing for wheat, hauling manure and taking care 
of livestock 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 7% very short, 24% short, 59% 
adequate, 10%. Subsoil 7% very short, 22% short, 63% adequate, 8% surplus. 
The lower two-thirds of the state experienced a good drying week for crops 
Soybean harvest is progressing rapidly in these areas, while producers in the 
northern-most section of lowa indicated heavy rains slowed harvest. Rain helped 
green up pastures, but slowed silage chopping. Reporters note soybean maturity 
varies widely from green to harvest. There were scattered reports of white mold 
in soybeans with some fields much worse than others. Producers in the southem 
section of the state would like to see some moisture and there were reports of 
some ponds being built. Field Crops Report: The corn acreage in or past dent 
stage reached 97 percent, slightly behind both last year’s and the 5-year average 
of 99% dent. lowa’s corn acreage in mature stage was 59%, 9 days behind last 
years pace of 86% mature, and 11 days behind the 5-year average of 87%. The 
com harvested for grain or seed was 5%, 5 days behind last year’s 9 % harvest 
at this time and 8 days behind the 5-year average of 11% The average percent 
moisture of all field corn was 30%, while the average percent moisture of 
harvested field corn was 26%. Corn lodging 62% none, 26% light, 9% moderate 
3% heavy. Com ear droppage 72% none, 25% light, 3% moderate. Corn 
condition 2% very poor, 6% poor, 18% fair, 51% good, 23% excellent The 
soybean acreage with leaves turning color reached 98%, just ahead of last year’s 
progress of 97% and the 5-year average of 96%. The soybean acreage dropping 
leaves was 84%, identical to last year’s 84% but ahead of the 5-year average of 
77%. Soybean acreage harvested was, again, identical to last years 16% 
harvested at this time and ahead of the 5-year average of 14 %. Soybeans 
lodging 69% none, 24% light, 6% moderate, 1% heavy. Soybeans shattering 78% 
none, 17% light, and 5 percent moderate. Soybean condition 2% very poor, 7% 
poor, 20% fair, 51% good, and 20% excellent. Livestock, Pasture, and Range 
Report in general, livestock were reported to be in good condition after another 
week of moderate temperatures Reporters in the southem section of the state 
indicated some calves were being weaned early due to pastures getting short 
Pasture and range condition was rated 4% very poor, 10% poor, 33% fair, 43% 
good, 10% excellent 





KANSAS: Days suitabie for fieldwork 4.8. The western two-thirds of the State 
received some much needed precipitation. Topsoil moisture 7% very short, 27% 
short, 65% adequate, 1% surpius. Subsoil moisture 13% very short, 40% short, 
47% adequate. Sunflowers 8% harvested, 14% 2003, 20% avg. Fourth alfalfa 
cutting 86%, 61% 2003, 74% avg. Range and pasture conditions are 8% very 
poor, 19% poor, 33% fair, 34% good, 6% excellent. Feed grain supplies are 3% 
very short, 9% short, 81% adequate, 7% surplus. Hay and forage supplies are 1% 
very short, 9% short, 75% adequate, 15% surplus. Stock water supplies are 2% 
very short, 12% short, 85% adequate, 1% surplus 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable fieldwork 6.0. Dryer conditions and above normal 
temperatures throughout the State. Topsoil 12% very short, 23% short, 51% 
adequate, 14% surplus. Subsoil moisture 11% very short, 17% short, 59% 
adequate, 13% surplus. Corn and soybean harvest making rapid progress with 
yieid indications mostly good to excellent. Burley cut 93%, 81% 2003, 91% avg 
Dark tobacco cut 92%, 86% 2003, 92% avg. Housed tobacco condition 1% very 
poor, 4% poor, 17% fair, 56% good, 22% excellent. Range, pasture feed 2% very 
poor, 11% poor, 24% fair, 44% good, 19% excellent. Dry conditions have halted 
pasture growth 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 6% very short, 
30% short, 57% adequate, 7% surplus. Corn 4% poor, 22% fair, 74% good; 98% 
planted, 93% last week, 86% 2003, 78% avg; 85% emerged, 61% last week, 50% 
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2003, 60% avg. Hay 2% first cutting, 0% last week, 1% 2003, 1% avg. Spring 
plowing 82% plowed, 75% last week, 65% 2003, 74% avg. Sugarcane 1% very 
poor, 8% poor, 42% fair, 38% good, 11% excellent’ Wheat 4% poor, 16% fair, 73% 
good, 7% excellent; 81% headed, 54% last week, 48% 2003, 65% avg. Livestock 
1% very poor, 6% poor, 36% fair, 50% good, 7% excellent. Vegetable 2% very 
poor, 5% poor, 40% fair, 50% good, 3% excellent. Pasture 9% poor, 39% fair, 46% 
good, 6% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 2% very short, 15% 
short, 78% adequate, and 5% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 6% short, 88% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Corn condition 3% very poor, 3% poor, 16% fair, 32% 
good, and 46% excellent. Corn mature 86%, 66% 2003, and 77% avg. Corn 
harvested for grain 36%, 17% 2003, and 31% avg. Soybean condition 2% very 
poor, 4% poor, 16% fair, 52% good, and 26% excellent. Soybeans turning color 
57%, 26% 2003, and 50% avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 25%, 6% 2003, and 
25% avg. Sorghum condition 5% fair, 70% good, and 25% excellent. Sorghum 
coloring 86%, 62% 2003, and 72% avg. Sorghum mature 66%, 22% 2003, and 
32% avg. Sorghum harvested 25%, 0% 2003, and 14% avg. Barley planted 13%, 
2% 2003, and 3% avg. Winter wheat planted 4%, 0% 2003, and 1% avg. Pasture 
condition 6% poor, 31% fair, 36% good, and 27% excellent. Other hay fourth 
cutting 40%, 20% 2003, and 40% avg. Alfalfa hay fourth cutting 72%, 25% 2003, 
and 56% avg. Alfalfa hay fifth cutting 6%, 1% 2003, and 3% avg. Apples 
harvested 59%, 33% 2003, and 42% avg. Corn Silage harvested 85%, 52% 2003, 
and 74% avg. Hay supplies 7% very short, 16% short, 71% adequate, and 6% 
surplus. Barley and wheat planting just underway for the 2005 crop season. Good 
weather conditions last week allowed farmers to make progress cutting alfalfa and 
other hay. Some farmers are starting their fifth cutting of alfalfa hay. Corn for 
grain harvest doubled and com for silage harvest increased 13 percent. Apple 
harvest advanced 8 percent and sorghum harvest increased 5 percent from last 
week. Soybeans are rapidly tuming color and dropping leaves. A few farmers 
have begun to harvest their soybean crop 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Subsoil 15% very short, 43% short, 
41% adequate, 1% surplus. Com dough 93%, 99% 2003, 99% avg. Com silage 
harvested 53%, 66% 2003, 69% avg. Soybeans turning 71%, 94% 2003, 92% avg 
Potatoes harvested 37%, NA 2003 NA avg. All hay 6% very poor, 17% poor, 35% 
fair, 34% good, 8% excellent. Third cutting hay 81%, 87% 2003, 86% avg. Fourth 
cutting hay 28%, 12% 2003, 27% avg. Dry beans 4% very poor. 16% poor, 34% 
fair, 36% good, 10% excellent. Dry beans dropping leaves 96%, 98% 2003, 86% 
avg. Dry beans harvested 56%, 64% 2003, 50% avg. Apples harvested 30%, NA 
2003 NA avg. Clear skies and above normal temperatures the rule across State 
Warm weather pushed crops towards maturity Dry, sunny conditions helped dry 
down corn and soybeans and conducive to harvest progress. Temperatures ranged 
from 4 degree above normal southwest, south central Lower Peninsula to 11 
degrees above normal westem Upper Peninsula. The warm temperatures pushed 
most distncts to near normal cumulative growing degree days. Precipitation for 
week virtually nonexistent across State. Many areas reported being on verge of 
too dry. Lack of moisture had some growers holding off on fall tillage and pianting 
Precipitation amounts ranged from none in five Lower Peninsula districts to 0.03 
inches western Upper Peninsula. Warm temperatures across State continued with 
soil moisture becoming short most areas. Dry weather helped dry down late crops 
Hay harvest continued. Third cutting neared completion. Fourth cutting progressed 
nicely. Dry conditions left some stands short. Corn progressed due to warm 
weather, fields drying rapidly. Corn harvest for silage continued. Soybean 
harvest underway some counties. Dry bean harvest full swing under dry 
conditions. Sugarbeet harvest getting underway, crop is need of a little rain. Wheat 
planting continued. Apple harvest progressed rapidly southwest due to a relatively 
light crop. Growers picking Golden Delicious, Jonathans, early Red Delicious to 
meet demand. In southeast, apples have been abundant this year. The crop 
showed excellent quality, good size and color, Many apple vaneties picking out 
normal to above normal. Pack out should be excellent. In west central, Spys, 
Golden Delicious, Jonathans, Empires being harvested. So far in Ridge area, early 
harvested apple varieties have great color, excellent flavor. Maturity running a bit 
behind average, but clear sunny days and cooler nights have led to excellent crop 
potential. In northwest, apples generally coming late, Gala npening notably ‘ater 
than normal. Challenging year for apple thinning due to cool weather during bloom 
and fruit set. So far. apple crop of high quality. Fall raspberry harvest continued 
southwest Fruit rots, especially gray mold and biue mold, a problem for some 
growers. Concord grape harvest moved along rapidly southwest Early sites 
produced excellent sugar thanks to warm sunny days and a light crop load. In 
southeast, grape berry moth damage higher than normal. Japanese beetle 
increasing as a pest problem on grapes and other fruit crops each season 
Continued warm temperatures helped advance maturity of a wide vanety of 
vegetable crops across State Dry, warm temperatures made for good harvesting 
conditions, although many areas reported needing some moisture. Farmers 
continued to harvest both fresh market and processing tomatoes. Processing 
harvest full swing southeast, growers picking late fresh market plantings several 
areas. Potato digging moved along, harvest progress somewhat variable across 
districts. Celery harvest almost three-fourths complete, warm weather conducive 
to large sizing crop. Sweet com supply good southeast, but growers reported some 
corn earworm damage. Pumpkin harvest well underway southeast. Maturity earlier 
than usual. In southwest, zucchini harvest neared completion. In southeast, pepper 
harvest full swing and onion crop neared 75 percent harvested 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.9. Topsoil 0% very short, 2% 
short, 64% adequate, 34% surplus. Com 30% silage cut, 96% 2003, 88% avg 
Soybeans 91% turning yellow, 99% 2003, 98% avg.; 17% mature, 75% 2003, 62% 
avg. Canola 73% harvested, 99% 2003, 92% avg. Potatoes 58% harvested, 57% 
2003, 50% avg. Sweet corn 82% harvested, 97% 2003, 97% avg. Dry beans 24% 
harvested, 68% 2003, 56% avg. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 8% poor, 29% fair 
54% good, 7% excellent. Sugarbeets 1% very poor, 5% poor, 26% fair, 56% good 
12% excellent. Dry Beans 20% very poor, 21% poor, 40% fair, 18% good, 1% 
excellent. Sunflowers 9% very poor, 16% poor, 49% fair, 26% good, 0% excellent 
Rains early this past week prevented producers from entering fields, however 
warm weather allowed farmers to make great progress on spring wheat harvesting 
by weeks end, according to the Minnesota Agricultural Statistics Service. Rains 
early in the week were offset by warm weather across the state which dried fields 
and improved crop conditions 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil 24% very short, 31% short, 
45% adequate. Corn 97% harvested, 95% 2003, 95% avg. Cotton 92% open bolls, 
88% 2003, 96% avg. 21% harvested, 26% 2003, 30% avg; 3% very poor, 4% 
poor, 19% fair, 53% good, 21% excellent. Rice 98% mature, 98% 2003, 96% avg; 
86% harvested, 72% 2003, 69% avg. Sorghum 99% harvested, 97% 2003, 96% 
avg. Soybeans 100% turning color, 94% 2003, 94% avg.; 97% shedding leaves 
84% 2003, 84% avg.; 84% harvested, 65% 2003, 53% avg. Hay 90% harvested 
(Warm Season), 97% 2003, 94% avg. Sweetpotatoes 30% harvested, 44% 2003 
46% avg,; 1% very poor, 8% poor, 39% fair, 42% good, 10% excellent. Cattle 3% 
very poor, 7% poor, 16% fair, 60% good, 14% excellent. Pasture 6% very poor, 
14% poor, 43% fair, 35% good, 2% excellent. There is a general lack of adequate 
moisture throughout the western and central parts of the state to properly 
germinate recently planted cool season crops. Hay harvesting and ryegrass 
planting have been affected by the lack of rain. Dry weather conditions have 
allowed farmers time in the fields to continue harvesting, and to perform fall tillage 
operations. Group V soybeans are close to being ready for harvest with com 
harvesting almost complete. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 19% very short, 27% 
short, 52% adequate, 2% surplus. Dry, sunny weather is pushing row crops toward 
maturity and reducing moisture content of grain. Farmers are making good 
progress with harvesting in all areas. Corn maturity ranges from 79% in the 
northeast district to over 90% in ail other districts. Corn harvesting varies from 
20% in the northeast district and 25% northwest to 90% and 95% respectively, in 
the southwest and southeast districts. Soybean maturity ranges from less than 
20% in the southwest and south-central districts to about 50% in the northwest and 
north-central districts. Soybean harvesting varies from 4% in the southwest district 
to 18% southeast. Sorghum harvesting is most advanced in the southeast district 
at 75%, while the least advanced are the northwest, northeast and central distncts 
at 7% or less. Pastures 10% very poor, 18% poor, 24% fair, 41% good, 7% 
excellent. Several weeks of dry weather in the southern third of the State has 
nearly stopped new pasture growth and reduced stock water supplies in ponds 
Rainfall over the State averaged 0.05 inch, with dry conditions prevailing in nearly 
all areas 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork were 5.7. Topsoil 18% very short, 38% 
short, 39% adequate, 5% surplus Subsoil 36% very short, 43% short, 21% 
adequate, 0% surplus compared to last year’s rating of 59% very short, 33% 
short, 7% adequate, 1% surplus. The state experienced similar temperatures with 
precipitation throughout the State for the week ending September 26”, 2004 
compared to last year which was rated 45% very short, 34% short, 19% adequate, 
2% surplus. Winter wheat is 66% seeded and 14% emerged, compared to last year 
at 45% and 1%, respectively. Spring wheat is 88% harvested, compared to last 
year at 100%. Durum wheat is 95% turning color, 73% ripe, and 60% harvested 
which are well behind last year’s 100%, 100%, and 100%,respectively. Barley is 
97% harvested, compared to 100% last year. Oats are 94% harvested, compared 
to last year at 100%. Sugar beet harvested has just begun, currently at 3%. Sugar 
beets condition is 12% very poor, 18% poor, 39% fair, 30% good, and 1% 
excellent. Corn harvested for silage is 51% complete Dry bean harvest is 73%, 
which is behind last years progress of 95%. Potato harvest continues at 18% 
complete. Potatoes condition is 0% very poor, 1% poor, 7% fair, 44% good, and 
48% excellent. Alfalfa and other hay second cuttings are 96% and 85% complete 
respectively. Range, pasture feed condition 23% very poor, 25% poor, 34% fair, 
15% good, 3% excellent, compared to the five-year average at 28% very poor. 
32% poor, 25% fair, 13% good, and 2% excellent Movement of cattle & calves 
from summer ranges is currently 33%, compared to last year at 39%. Movement 
of sheep & lambs from summer ranges is currently 36% compared to last year at 
44% 





NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 9% very short, 24% 
short, 65% adequate, and 2% surplus. Subsoil 44% very short, 31% short, 25% 
adequate, 0% surplus. Temperatures for the week averaged from 3° below normals 
in the Panhandle to 8° above normals in the southeast. Precipitation was statewide 
and ranged from 1 to 3 inches in most areas except the Panhandle. Alfalfa 
condition 15% very poor, 18% poor, 34% fair, 26% good and 7% excellent; fourth 
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cutting 56%, 70% 2003, 66% avg. Other producer activities included finishing 
silage harvest, fall harvest, and fall wheat seeding 





NEVADA: Temperatures were well below normal early in the week as a northern 
cold trough of weather was present. Frost was common. Isolated slight 
precipitation was received. Winnemucca recorded .13 inch of rain. Indian summer 
weather arrived midweek and temperatures rose to above normal levels. The final 
alfalfa harvest was underway with third cutting ending and the fourth cutting 
underway. Seeding of new alfalfa fields continued. The second cutting of timothy 
hay was baled in Diamond Valley. Winter wheat and barley planting advanced. 
Com silage chopping continued. Potato harvest was in full swing. Onion harvest 
continued. Cantaloup harvest was completed as frost hit the fields. Rains of the 
previous week benefitted ranges and crested wheatgrass was greening in the east 
Cattle continued to move to home ranches where calves were being weaned and 
cows pregnancy checked 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for field work: 6.6. Topsoil 6% short, 84% 
adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil 5% short, 87% adequate, 8% surplus. Pasture feed 
9% poor, 31% fair, 47% good, 13% excellent. Maine Potatoes: 30% harvested 
45% 2003, 35% avg; condition good/excellent. Rhode Isiand Potatoes: 95% 
harvested, 90% 2003, 80% avg.; condition good/excelient Massachusetts 
Potatoes: 70% harvested, 55% 2003, 65% avg.; condition good. Maine Oats: 95% 
harvested, 90% 2003, 90% avg.; condition fairlgood. Maine Bariey: 95% 
harvested, 95% 2003, 90% avg.; condition fair/good. Field Com: 40% harvested 
45% 2003, 45% avg.; condition good. Sweet Com: 95% harvested, 95% 2003, 95% 
avg.; condition good/excellent. Broadleaf tobacco: 100% harvested, 100% 2003 
100% avg.; condition good. Second Crop Hay: 95% harvested, 95% 2003, 95% 
avg.; condition good. Third Crop Hay: 70% harvested, 75% 2003, 75% avg 
condition good/excelient. Apples: 60% harvested, 60% 2003, 55% avg.; condition 
fair in Maine, good/excellent elsewhere. Peaches: 99% harvested, 95% 2003, 95% 
avg.; condition good/fair. Pears: 75% harvested, 45% 2003, 50% avg; condition 
good. Massachusetts Cranberries: <5% harvested, 10% 2003, 10% avg.; condition 
good/fair. Excellent week to catch up with fall harvest activities. Sunny skies and 
dry conditions made ideal weather conditions for producers across New England 
Major farm activities included: applying cover crops: disking; spreading manure 
applying lime. chopping corn; cutting haylage and making dry hay, harvesting corn 
silage, apples, peaches, pears, small grains, potatoes, sweet corn and other 
vegetables; finishing harvest of broadleaf tobacco 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for field work 6.0. Soil 20% short, 75% adequate 
5% surplus. Temperatures were above normal for the week across most of the 
State. Fieldwork Included: Harvesting field com for grain, corn silage, hay, fruit 
vegetables Planting of fall harvest cover crops were done where conditions 
allowed Some alfalfa fields were cut for the fourth time this season. Summer 
potato harvest drew to a close: there were isolated reports of the fungal disease 
Rhizoctonia. Apple harvest continued across the state. Cranberry harvest began 
Moidy pasture forage caused several cases of salivation syndrome Some 
animals suffered severe dehydration from ingesting moldy pasture forage There 
were reports of some flooding of fields due to the Delaware River overflowing its 
banks and backing up its tributaries in parts of the state. There were also reports 
of wind damage that laid down sweet, field com in areas of the state that were 
affected by the remnants of Hurricane Ivan 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6 Topsoil 8% very short, 30% 
short, 60% adequate, 2% surplus. Separate surges of tropical moisture moved 
over the state with heavy rains developing at the end of the week for the 
southeast counties Temperatures were down from seasonal averages with the 
tropical cloud cover and an intervening surge of cold air which produced a hard 
freeze over the north central highlands along the continental divide at mid week 
Farmers continued to harvest chile, cut hay and silage. Alfalfa was reported as 1% 
very poor, 2% poor, 23% fair, 65% good and 9% excellent as the 5” cutting neared 
completion, and 41% of the 6” was complete. Northem counties completed their 
final cut for the season as temperatures neared freezing. Cotton conditions were 
reported in fair to excellent conditions. Bolls opening were reported at 60%, well 
behind last year. Corn was reported in fair to excellent condition with 75% of the 
crop matured and harvest just underway. Com silage harvest was delayed by 
recent moisture and was 95% complete. Sorghum conditions were in mostly poor 
to good condition with 60% of the crop reported coloring, and 6% mature. Peanut 
harvest was preparing to start with conditions reported as 30% fair, and 70% good 
Pecans were reported in fair to excellent condition. Fall lettuce conditions were 
reported as 60% good and 40% excellent. Wheat planted was reported as 90% 
complete with 67% of the crop emerged. Ranchers were sorting pairs preparing 
for fall calving, and marketing their calves and lambs. Cattle conditions were 
reported as 6% poor, 26% fair, 58% good and 10% excellent. Sheep conditions 
were at 5% poor, 33% fair, 55% good and 7% excellent. Pasture conditions were 
reported at 4% very poor, 15% poor, 40% fair, 37% good, and 4% excellent 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8 Topsoil 29% surplus,71% 
adequate Corn was 6% poor condition, 22% fair, 42% good, 30% excellent. Hay 
was 14% poor, 15% fair, 46% good, 25% excellent. The third cutting of alfalfa 
advanced 9 points to76% harvested behind last year’s pace of 86%. Silage com 


was 23% harvested as compared to 36% a year ago. Oats were 94% harvested 
and potatoes were 98% dug. Dry beans were 10% harvested compared with 30% 
complete a year ago. Apple harvest was in full swing and grapes were being 
harvested. Several trees had been tipped over due to the wet soil conditions. In 
the Lake Erie grape region, good weather helped dry out the vineyards. Fruit 
quality was good due to a warm dry August and September in Long Island. 
Vegetable harvests continued with a great week. Onions were over 80 percent 
harvested and conditions ranged from ranged from poor to good. Sweet corn was 
over 90 percent harvested with mostly good conditions. Tomatnes were 90 
percent harvested with mostly good condition. Pumpkin yield has nct been good 
due to extremely rainy weather. Pastures near streams remain at risk of being 
torn up by cattle. In most areas, warmer temperatures coupled with limited 
precipitation made for overall improvements in pasture quality. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for field work 5.6 . Soil 0% very short, 1% 
short, 68% adequate, 31% surplus. Other activities included cutting hay and the 
harvest of sorghum, com for silage. A dry week with falltike temperatures was a 
welcomed relief after several weeks of dealing with hurricane remnants. Slow, but 
good progress was made in the harvest of corn for grain, peanuts, sweetpotatoes 
and tobacco. Apple harvest has been slowed because of storm related damage 
Cotton and soybean harvests were underway in some areas. However, once again 
the State is facing remnants from another hurricane 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil 9% very short, 18% 
short, 61% adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 16% very short, 19% short, 57% 
adequate, 8% surplus. Warmer weather by week’s end aided late season crop 
progress, helped small grain harvest. While most of the state received some rain, 
much of the eastern part received more than an inch during the week. Durum 
wheat 67% combined, 100% 2003, 88% average. Soybeans 84% lower leaves 
yellowing or beyond, 99% 2003, 98% average. Canola 67% combined, 100% 2003, 
94% average. Com for Silage 48% chopped, 90% 2003, 69% average. Dry Edible 
Beans 61% mature leaves dropping or beyond, 100% 2003, 99% average; 15% cut 
or beyond, 85% 2003, 77% average; 4% harvested, 71% 2003, 58% average 
Flaxseed 45% combined, 98% 2003, 84% average. Potatoes 89% had vines killed 
or beyond, 88% 2003, 92% average; 37% dug, 51% 2003, 52% average 
Sunflower 50% bracts tumed yellow or beyond, 96% 2003, 91% average. 
Sugarbeets 4% lifted, 10% 2003, 9% average. Emerged crop conditions ratings 
Dry edible beans 16% very poor, 21% poor, 34% fair, 26% good, 3% excellent; 
Flax 2% very poor, 10% poor, 34% fair, 49% good, 5% excellent; Sugarbeets 1% 
very poor, 3% poor, 19% fair, 52% good, 25% excellent; Sunflower 3% very poor, 
10% poor, 41% fair, 41% good, 5% excellent. Stockwater supplies were rated 11% 
very short, 22% short, 65% adequate, 2% surplus. Range and pasture conditions 
were rated 23% very poor, 21% poor, 26% fair, 27% good, 3% excellent. 





OHIO: Days suitable for field work 6.1. Topsoil 4% very short, 19% short, 
62% adequate, 15% surplus. Alfalfa hay 3° cutting complete 95%, 97% 2003, 
98% avg. Alfalfa hay 4” cutting complete 41%, 51% 2003, 59% avg. Apples 
harvested (fall) 38%, 42% 2003, 43% avg. Corn dented 96%, 92% 2003, 94% 
avg Corn mature 55%, 29% 2003, 50% avg. Corn harvested for grain 4%, 2% 
2003, 6% avg. Corn silage harvested 71%, 60% 2003, 72% avg. Cucumbers 
harvested 95%, 99% 2003, 98% avg. Grapes harvested 37%, 34% 2003, 51% 
avg. Other hay 3” cutting complete 68%, 78% 2003, 82% avg Potatoes 
harvested 90%, 83% 2003, 80% avg. Processing tomatoes harvested 76%, 76% 
2003, 84% avg. Soybeans dropping leaves 77%, 69% 2003, 81% avg. Soybeans 
mature 48%, 26% 2003, 44% avg. Soybeans harvested 22%, 5% 2003, 12% avg 
Winter Wheat planted 5%, 2% 2003, 4% avg. Corn conditions 3% very poor, 7% 
poor, 23% fair, 48% good, 19% excellent. Hay conditions 3% very poor, 11% 
poor, 27% fair. 46% good, 13% excellent. Pasture conditions 3% very poor, 8% 
poor, 26% fair, 49% good, 14% excellent. Soybean conditions 4% very poor, 9% 
poor, 24% fair, 46% good, 17% excellent. Weather conditions this past week were 
ideal for field work across most of the state. The exception were areas heavily 
effected by flooding from ivan, saturating soils still wet from Francis. Growers 
throughout the state of Ohio harvested small amounts of corn and modest 
amounts of soybeans this past week. Producers pianted winter wheat, chopped 
silage, and baled hay. Farmers living in areas hit by Ivan spent the week 
cleaning up debris and surveying damaged fields. Those who were not planting 
or harvesting crops visited the Farms Science Review in London, State. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 13% very short, 39% 
short, 47% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 16% very short, 34% short, 50% 
adequate. Wheat 94% seedbed prepared, 91% last week, 90% last year, 88% avg; 
Oats 67% seedbed prepared, 64% last week, 70% last year, 75% avg; 11% 
planted, 8% last week, 29% last year, 18% avg; 2% emerged, n/a last week, 7% 
last year, 4% avg; Rye 66% planted, 48% last week, 65% last year, 49% avg; 
39% emerged, 22% last week, 35% last year, 24% avg; Com 1% poor, 8% fair, 
36% good, 55% excellent; 81% mature, 60% last week, 92% last year, 95% avg; 
53% harvested, 47% last week, 67% last year, 68% avg; Soybeans 2% poor, 25% 
fair, 61% good, 12% excellent, 54% mature, 45% last week, 57% last year, 57% 
avg, 32% harvested, 19% last week, 25% last year, 32% avg; Peanuts 75% 
mature, 74% last week, 77% last year, 48% avg; 5% dug, 2% last week, 6% last 
year, 7% avg; 4% combined, n/a last week, 3% last year, 2% avg; Allfaifa Hay 
3% very poor, 5% poor, 27% fair, 50% good, 15% excellent; 64% fifth cutting, 
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58% last week, 29% last year, 30% avg; 13% sixth cutting, 3% last week, n/a last 
year, n/a avg; Other Hay 3% very poor, 4% poor, 25% fair, 56% good, 12% 
excellent; 89% second cutting, 87% last week, 78% last year, 76% avg; Livestock 
1% very poor, 13% fair, 62% good, 24% excellent; Pasture & Range 2% very 
poor, 8% poor, 30% fair, 48% good, 12% excellent. Livestock: Livestock 
conditions were over 80 percent good to excellent condition. There are reports of 
cattle producers starting to feed as the grass is losing its protein. Livestock insect 
activity was mostly light to moderate. Feeder steers and heifer prices dropped 
slightly last week. Prices for feeder steers and heifers less than 800 pounds are 
$116.00 and $110.57, respectively 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 5% very short, 28% short, 
67% adequate. Subsoil 12% very short, 30% short, 58% adequate. Barley 98% 
harvested, 96% previous week, 100% 2003, 96% 5- yr avg. Range, Pasture 4% 
very poor, 19% poor, 35% fair, 37% good, 5% excellent. Activities: Temperatures 
were warmer than normal across the State last week; however, Malheur County 
received some frost on Monday & Tuesday nights. High temperatures ranged 
from the lower seventies to the upper eighties, with overnight lows in the thirties, 
& forties. Weekly precipitation was minimal in most areas, but some areas in the 
southeastem, northeastern parts of the State received scattered rainfall during the 
week. Warmer, drier conditions allowed farmers, ranchers to make good progress 
with fall seeding, tillage, fertilizer application. The mostly dry weather also allowed 
producers to put up the last of their alfalfa, grass hay. Herbicide, fertilizer 
applications were being made to grass seed fields in Marion County. In Malheur 
County, corn for silage harvest was in full swing. Winter wheat planting was well 
underway in Umatilla County. Ranchers were busy moving hay from the field in 
Wasco County. Winter pear harvest was winding down in the lower Hood River 
Valley. Growers started applying post harvest sulfur sprays. Picking continued in 
the mid Hood River Valley, throughout the Willamette Valley, in Wasco County 
Picking began in the Parkdale area. Growers prepared their strawberry, caneberry, 
blueberry fields for winter. Hazelnut harvest began in the Willamette Valley under 
improved field conditions. Some wine grapes were harvested, while some areas 
were not quite ready. Nursery marketing activity was starting to pick up for the 
fall push. Greenhouses were working with holiday plants, moving fall plants to 
garden centers. On the southern state coast Easter lily growers continued 
harvest, sorting, planting activities of bulbs. Christmas tree growers are getting 
for November harvest Vegetable harvesting activity continued in western state 
last week. Vegetable stands remained busy in Jackson, Josephine counties 
mainly with sweet corn, melons, squash, tomatoes. Sweet com harvest is nearly 
complete in the Willamette Valley. Pumpkins were still coloring very weil in 
Clackamas County. Washington County potatoes continued to be harvested. In 
Kiamath County, potato harvest continued with good yields reported Union 
County reported that the potato harvest is now underway. The main field activities 
in Malheur County concern potato, onion harvests. Pasture, rangeland conditions 
were reported good in most areas across the State. A few areas continued to 
report the need for additional precipitation, but most areas reported favorable fail 
conditions. Some livestock continued to be moved from summer grazing areas 
into fresher fall pastures including some grain stubble fields. Fall pastures have 
continued to green up reducing the need for supplemental feeding Cattle 
producers continued working herds as some calves were being weaned Livestock 
were reported in good condition across the State 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for field work 6.0. Soil 72% adequate, 28% 
surplus. Fall plowing 30% complete, 21% 2003, 36% avg. Corn dent 93% complete 
69% 2003, 81% avg. Com mature 59% complete, 24% 2003, 41% avg Com 
harvested 21% complete, 4% 2003, 13% avg Corn silage harvested 74% 
complete, 40% 2003, 63% avg. Com crop condition 1% very poor, 2% poor, 7% 
fair, 36% good, 54% excellent. Bariey planted 44% complete, 23% 2003, 34% avg 
Barley emerged 14% complete, 7% 2003, 16% avg. Winter wheat planted 16% 
complete, 10% 2003, 14% avg Soybean crop condition 1% very poor, 2% poor. 
7% fair, 58% good, 32% excellent. Potatoes harvested 65% complete, 64% 2003, 
61% avg. Alfalfa third cutting 93% complete, 91% 2003, 91% avg. Alfalfa fourth 
cutting 44% complete, 39% 2003, 56% avg. Timothy clover second cutting 92% 
complete, 85% 2003, 91% avg. Apples harvested 67% complete, 47% 2003, 44% 
avg. Grapes harvested 28% complete, 12% 2003, 30% avg. Quality of hay made 
1% very poor, 5% poor, 19% fair, 55% good, 20% excellent. Pasture conditions 5% 
very poor, 4% poor, 14% fair, 58% good, 19% excellent. Principal farm activities 
include plowing, harvesting and shelling corn: cutting silage; sowing barley and 
wheat, picking pumpkins, harvesting potatoes; and general equipment 
maintenance 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for field work 5.5. Soil 5% short, 64% 
adequate, 31% surplus Corn 99% matured, 100% 2003, 100% avg. 92% 
harvested, 88% 2003, 92% avg. Peanuts 21% harvested, 22% 2003, 19% avg.; 
4% poor, 39% fair, 48% good, 9% excellent. Sorghum 99% tumed color, 98% 
2003, 98% avg.; 72% matured, 76% 2003, 76% avg., 43% harvested, 43% 2003, 
53% avg.; 31% fair, 68% good, 1% excellent. Cotton 99% setting bolls, 100% 
2003, 100% avg. 71% open bolls, 44% 2003, 65% avg., 5% harvested, 1% 2003, 
8% avg.; 5% poor, 28% fair, 62% good, 5% excellent. Pastures 2% poor, 26% 
fair, 67% good, 5% excellent. Soybeans 99% setting pods, 97% 2003, 96% avg., 
26% leaves turning color, 32% 2003, 30% avg., 8% leaves dropped, 11% 2003 
12% avg., 3% mature, 2% 2003, 6% avg., 4% poor, 21% fair, 61% good, 14% 


excellent. Tobacco 99% harvested, 100% 2003, 99% avg., 72% stalks destroyed, 
83% 2003, 81% avg. Other hay 99% harvested, 100% 2003, 100% avg. Peaches 
100% harvested, 100% 2003, 100% avg. Apples 45% harvested, 60% 2003, 59% 
avg., 79% fair, 21% good. Pecans 3% harvested, 4% 2003, 3% avg. Livestock 
2% poor, 20% fair, 64% good, 14% excellent. Winter Grazing 29% planted, 24% 
2003, 24% avg. Winter Wheat 15% planted, 13% 2003, 11% avg Barley 7% 
planted, 7% 2003, 8% avg. Oats 5% planted, 7% 2003, 7% avg. Rye 3% planted, 
7% 2003, 8% avg 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.8. Topsoil 7% very short, 13% 
short, 69% adequate, 11% surplus. Subsoil moisture 15% very short, 22% short 
59% adequate, 4% surplus. Feed supplies 12% very short, 23% short, 61% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Stock water supplies 22% very short, 25% short, 50% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Winter Wheat seeded 49%, 59% 2003, 56% avg. Sunflower 
11% very poor, 12% poor, 36% fair, 36% good, 5% excellent. Soybeans mature 
20%, 61% 2003, 57% avg. Sorghum harvested-grain 4%, 13% 2003, 12% avg 
Sunflower ray flowers dry 92%, 95% 2003, 97% avg. Sunflower bracts yellow 76% 
81% 2003, 85% avg. Sunflower mature 18%, 49% 2003, 47% avg. Sunflower 
harvested 1%, 12% 2003, 9% avg. Cattle condition 2% poor, 15% fair, 69% good, 
14% excellent. Sheep condition 5% poor, 13% fair, 63% good, 19% excellent 
Range and Pasture 15% very poor, 22% poor, 31% fair, 27% good, 5% excellent 
Com silage harvested 56%, 91% 2003, 87% avg. Sorghum silage harvested 53% 
89% 2003, 66% avg. Alfalfa hay 14% very poor, 12% poor, 28% fair, 37% good, 
9% excellent. Alfalfa hay 3” cutting harvested 82%, 88% 2003, 81% avg. Wet 
weather last week has helped soil moisture levels, however it has also delayed 
harvest according to several farmers throughout the state. Crop development 
remains behind normal for fall crops, with winter wheat emergence aided by recent 
rains. Major farm activities included harvesting silage, cutting hay, caring for 
livestock, and preparing for fall harvest 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 7% very short,21% 
short, 69% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 22% short, 73% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Corn silage 98% harvested, 93% 2003, 97% avg. Burley 
84% harvested, 87% 2003, 90% avg.; Dark air-cured 99% harvested, 93% 2003 
96% avg., Dark fire-cured 91% harvested, 85% 2003, 90% avg. Pastures 1% 
very poor, 5% poor, 19% fair, 60% good, 15% excellent Tobacco growers 
continued harvest with progress running near or ahead of normal. Although pasture 
conditions remain mostly good, farmers are awaiting rain for further renovation and 
seeding. In addition to harvest activities, farmers were still assessing the impact 
of damage to crops caused by Hurricane Ivan the previous week. The State was 
under the influence of high pressure which brought dry weather most of last week 
and provided temperatures that were slightly above normal. There was little, if 
any, rainfall across the State last week 





TEXAS: Agricultural Summary: As fall approached, the fall weather was also 
approaching. Temperatures across the state were cooling down. Hurricane Ivan 
brought welcomed rains to the Eastern, Coastal portions of the state 
Accumulations of moisture were seen in the Plains, along East State regions 
Producers in these regions had a hard time getting field operations underway 
Most areas received light rains amounting to less than an inch or no moisture at 
all. Fall planting of pasture was approaching as forages were drying in several 
regions. Supplemental feeding had begun in a few areas, will be picking up as 
cooler weather approaches. Some areas receiving rains may be able to avoid 
supplementing for a little longer. Small Grains: Planting continued in the Plains as 
some producers were stalied by rains. Other areas of the plains were planted, up 
to a great start. There were some areas, toward the east through the Cross 
Timbers, however, that could definitely use a little moisture. Armyworms were 
reported in small grains in portions of the Cross Timbers. Small grain planting on 
the Edwards Plateau slowed due to lack of moisture. Planted wheat has struggled 
for the same reason. Some farmers in South State are rotating Cotton with 
Wheat, therefore the planting of some wheat has been delayed Corn: Harvest 
was halted in the western portions of the plains due to excess rainfall. Harvest on 
the Blacklands was just about complete. Yields for the most part have made 
producers happy. Cotton: Cooler temperatures slowed development in the plains 
as some producers began applying harvest, materials. Some defoliation was 
evident in older cotton. Quality is depreciating, young age, poor root systems 
were causing severe wilt in several acres in the Southern Low Plains. The heat 
units to be received in October will determine the quality of the cotton crop in 
areas yet to harvest. Harvest was progressing in the Blacklands, harvest aids 
were applied in the Cross Timbers region. Cotton Harvest on the Coastal Bend was 
slowed due to rains. South State cotton was behind schedule as the demand for 
harvest equipment was on the rise. Cotton condition 88% normal compared with 
51% 2003. Sorghum: Some fields in the Panhandle were just getting harvest of 
sorghum underway. In the Southern High Plains, the crop was heading with a little 
color change. Late planted milo on the Coastal Bend was completing harvest for 
the year. Sorghum condition 81% of normal compared with 57% 2003. Peanuts 
Moisture slowed digging in the Southern High Plains, diseases were reported, but 
not a threat at this time. Harvest is expected to begin shortly in the Cross 
Timbers as early peanuts are being harvested in South State. Peanut condition 
92% normal compared with 83% 2003. Rice: Ratoon rice was looking good, harvest 
is expected for to begin next month. Commercial Vegetables, Fruit, Pecans. In 
East State, sweet potato harvest continued with some disappointment in size. In 
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the San Antonio-Winter Garden region, preparations for winter vegetables 
continued. Cabbage is making good progress. In the Rio Grande Valley, the 
tomato crop progressed. Fall planting was in the planning stages. In the Trans 
Pecos region, chile harvest was complete, jalapeno harvest was initiated. In the 
Plains region, pumpkin harvest was in full swing with excellent yields. Pecans 
Pecan scab continued to be a problem for areas. may cause some yield loss in 
the Cross Timbers. East State pecans saw some Wainut caterpillars, Oak Orange 
Stripe canker worms, but still expected to see more pecans than last season 
Pecans on the Trans Pecos were a week from harvest. South Central early 
varieties were being harvested. Range, Livestock: Livestock remained in good 
condition although in some areas, forage growth slowed, supplemental feeding 
picked up. Haying continued across the state, losing momentum for the most part 
due to rains in wet areas, due to drying in others. Planting of Winter forages 
began in several regions. Some South Central ranches were threatened by bee 
swarms as well as army worms. This area expects some spraying in the near 
future to take care of the army worm threat. Toxic growth in an isolated area 
caused some cattle losses. Fall calving began. Stock ponds were getting low due 
to the lack of rainfall 





UTAH: Days suitable for field work 7. Subsoil moisture 20% very short, 37% 
short, 43% adequate, 0% surplus. Irrigation Water Supplies 37% very short, 35% 
short, 28% adequate, 0% surplus. Winter Wheat, Planted For Harvest Next Year 
66%, 36% 2003, 46% avg. Winter Wheat emerged 32%, 11% 2003, 8% avg. Spring 
Wheat harvested 100%, 100% 2003, 100% avg. Oats harvested (grain) 97%, 100% 
2003, 99% avg. Com dent 90%, 94% 2003, 74% avg. Corn mature 46%, 67% 
2003, 38% avg. Corn harvested (grain) 3%, 0% 2003, 0% avg Com silage 
harvested (silage) 70%, 74% 2003, 53% avg. Corn condition 0% very poor, 2% 
poor, 18% fair, 62% good, 18% excellent. Alfalfa Hay 3rd Cutting 97%, 92% 2003 
92% avg. Alfalfa Hay 4th Cutting 52%, 42% 2003, 40% avg. Alfalfa Seed 
Harvested 57%, 69% 2003, 47% avg Onions harvested 78%, 59% 2003, 62% 
avg. Dry Beans, Harvested 47%, 54% 2003, 71% avg. Cattle and calves moved 
From Summer Range 31%, 32% 2003, 43% avg. Cattle and calves condition 0% 
very poor, 2% poor, 19% fair, 70% good, 9% excellent. Sheep and lambs moved 
From Summer Range 27%, 27% 2003, 36% avg. Sheep Condition 0% very poor 
1% poor, 14% fair, 81% good, 4% excellent. Stock Water Supplies 23% very short 
35% short, 41% adequate, 1% surplus. Apples harvested 65%, 56% 2003, 38% 
avg. Peaches harvested 100%, 93% 2003, 91% avg. Pears harvested 100%, 89% 
2003, 88% avg Monday through Wednesday of last week most of state 
expenenced unsettled weather. Since May 2, Utah has experienced on average 
at least 6 days suitable for field work per week. Late season crops continue to be 
harvested. More reports of frost were reported. Conditions for winter wheat have 
been almost perfect. with cooler temperatures and scattered moisture Corn 
harvested was beginning to start in areas. Producers continued with fall field work 
Range. pasture feeds continued to improve due to scattered showers and cooler 
temperatures the past couple of weeks. Some areas received snow in the higher 


elevations. Animais were being pulled off of summer range and moved to fail 
pastures 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 63. Topsoil 4% short, 72% adequate 
24% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 6% short, 77% adequate, 15% surplus 
State weicomed a dry week. Farmers utilized the sunny weather to make up for 
lost fieldwork caused by weeks of rain; days suitable for fieldwork were 63. The 
average temperatures for the State decreased to 65 degrees, which is typical for 
this time of year. Farmers experienced good yields from com and soybean fieids 
already harvested. Due to the good crop, some local granaries were overloaded 
and had to shut down for a coupie days. The second and third cutting of hay has 
commenced. Due to the delayed harvest, some quality was lost. Virginia's 
pumpkin crop is at the center of attention dunng this time of year. Disease and 
wet weather has damaged some fields. However. some farmers still have a 
decent crop. There was some lingering fear that Hurricane Jeanne might damage 
already stressed crops Other farming activities including marking calves and 
lambs, completing the grape harvest, planting strawbernes, and repairing damages 
caused from the recent hurricanes 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 4% very short, 20% 
short, 65% adequate, 11% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 31% short, 66% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Irrigation water supply was 4% short and 96% adequate. The 
highest temperature in the state was 85° in Pasco. The lowest temperature in the 
state was 30° in Republic. Winter wheat harvest was 100% complete, winter wheat 
planted was 55% completed, and winter wheat emerged was 33% completed 
Spring wheat was 100% harvested. Barley was 100% harvested. Potatoes were 
61% harvested Corn conditions were 2% fair, 96% good, and 2% excellent. Corn 
harvested for silage was 48% harvested and corn harvested for grain was 5% 
completed. Dry edible beans were 59% harvested. Early fall showers gave way 
to dner, warmer temperatures this week. Numerous counties were seeding winter 
Wheat and there was some replanting of rain damaged winter wheat as well 
Christmas tree growers continued to report that the recent rains have resulted in 
improved color in all species. Alfalfa hay third cutting was 98% complete. Hay and 
other roughage supplies were 2% very short, 5% short, 86% adequate, and 7% 
surplus. Range and pasture conditions were 5% very poor, 12% poor, 34% fair 


and 49% good. Livestock on the westside were not being fed as much 
supplemental hay due to good pasture growth. On the eastside, cattle were 
beginning to be moved to fall pastures. Reports of bunch rot was a problem for 
some varieties of wine grapes, and losses due to other events were reported in 
Concord and Niagara grape varieties. Onion harvest throughout much of the 
Columbia Basin was delayed by sporadic rainfall. Apple harvest continued to be 
in full swing with Goldens and some Granny Smiths being harvested. Pears, lima 
beans, sweet corn, hops, wine and juice grapes continued to be harvested. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for field work 6.0. Topsoil 4% short, 75% 
adequate, 21% surplus compared to last year’s 72% adequate, 28% surplus. Com 
conditions were 4% poor, 20% fair, 65% good and 11% excellent. Corn was 90% 
dented, 68% in 2003, 80% 5-yr. avg. Corn was 59% mature, 32% in 2003, 45% 
5-yr avg. Corn was 13% harvested, 7% in 2003, 12% 5-yr avg. Soybeans 
conditions were 5% poor, 15% fair and 80% good. Soybeans dropping leaves were 
91%, 55% in 2003, 70% 5-yr avg. Soybeans were reported 1% harvested. The 
2003 and 5-yr avg not available. Wheat was 15% planted, 27% in 2003, 19% 5-yr. 
avg. Wheat was 3% emerged, 9% 2003. The 5-yr avg is not available. Tobacco 
conditions were 15% poor, 19% fair, 59% good and 7% excellent. Tobacco was 
89% harvested, 67% in 2003, 82% 5-yr avg. Hay conditions were reported 4% 
poor, 29% fair, 56% good and 11% excellent. Second cutting was 91% complete, 
84% in 2003, 5-yr avg. not available. Third cutting was 41% complete. The 2003 
and 5-yr. avg. were not available. Apples were reported at 5% poor, 25% fair, 60% 
good and 10% excellent. Apple harvest was reported at 35% complete, 47% in 
2003, 5-yr. avg. was not available. Cattle and calves 11% fair, 81% good and 8% 
excellent. Sheep and lambs 6% fair, 81% good and 13% excellent. Farm 
activities included fence building, hay storage and tobacco harvesting 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5 Warm Weather Continues. Five 
weeks of above normal temperatures have helped crop conditions. Temperatures 
this past week were 6 to 9 degrees above normal for this time of year, ranging 
from the mid 40's to the mid 80's. Growing degree days are about normal for this 
time of year, except the south central part of the state is below normal. In the 
west central part of the state, trace amounts of rain fell this past week, in the east 
central over two inches of rain fell, and in the south central and southeast no rain 
was reported. in these areas, farmers are saying they need some rain. Soil 
moisture conditions were reported as 12% very short, 39% short, 47% adequate, 
and 2% surplus. The eastem half of the state is experiencing dryer conditions with 
reports of very short or short soil moisture.Corn has made great strides towards 
maturity this past week. In the westem half of the state, the corn appears to be 
of good quality and quantity. in the central parts of the state, the early corn is 
mature. and husks are starting to open up. in the eastern part of the state, com 
is not as mature as the rest of the state) Some farmers are saying they are 
finding leaf rust, stalk rot, or root worm beetles in many com fields. The shortage 
of soil moisture is causing some fields to show signs of crop stress. Corn silage 
harvesting is in full swing, with yields running above average in many fields. In 
some areas, corn has dried too fast to make silage. In the southem half of the 
state, soybeans are looking very good with leaves dropping nicely. Every frost- 
free day improves the chances for the crop to reach maturity. In the northern part 
of the state. some fields are trying to catch up. Some fields vary from green 
leaves to total leaf drop. In eastern parts of the state, soybeans are starting to 
show stress from the lack of moisture. Fourth crop hay in the southwestern part 
of the state is excellent in the central part of the state, both third and fourth crop 
hay has been good. In some areas of the eastern half of the state, farmers are 
reporting that both third and fourth crop hay has been of fair to good quality, but 
short due to the dry weather. Hay harvest is winding down across the state 





WYOMING: Days suitable for field work 5.7. Topsoil 24% very short, 43% 
short, 33% adequate. Oats harvested 95%, 2003 98%, 5-year average 96% 
Spnng wheat harvested 94%, 2003 100%, 5-year average 99%. Winter wheat 
planted 78%, 2003 93%, 5-year average 93%. Winter wheat emerged 60%, 2003 
42%, 5-year average 68%. Corn dough 96%, 2003 97%, 5-year average 99% 
Com dent 70%, 2003 91%, 5-year average 92%. Corn mature 15%, 2003 72%, 5- 
year average 67%. Corn harvested for silage 79%, 2003 84%, 5-year average 
83%. Condition of corn 4% very poor, 6% poor, 27% fair, 63% good. Sugarbeets 
harvested 0%, 2003 0%, 5-year average 6%. Dry beans windrowed 52%, 2003 
83%, 5-year average 89%. Dry beans combined 31%, 2003 62%, 5-year average 
69%. Condition of dry beans 1% very poor, 2% poor, 26% fair, 69% good, 2% 
excellent. Condition of sugarbeets 4% very poor, 7% poor, 13% fair, 71% good, 
5% excellent. Alfalfa third cutting 32%, 2003 71%, 5-year average 66%. Irrigation 
water supplies 35% very short, 28% short, 37% adequate. Range and pasture feed 
supplies 40% very poor, 24% poor, 23% fair, 9% good, 4% excellent. Livestock 
in fair to mostly good condition. Temperatures were mostly below normal except 
in some Eastem parts. Temperatures ranged from 5.4 degrees below normal in 
Deaver to 3.8 degrees above normal in Redbird. The highest temperature was 95 
degrees in Torrington, while the lowest temperature was 21 degrees in Big Piney. 
A trace or more of precipitation was reported in all areas, with most areas except 
the Northeast receiving above normal amounts. The most precipitation fell in 
Wheatiand with 1.47 inches and Torrington with 1.01 inches 
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International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided by USDA/WAOB 


HIGHLIGHTS 


EUROPE: Widespread rain slowed winter grain and oilseed planting CANADA: On the Prairies, scattered, locally heavy showers 
and early summer crop harvesting in central Europe, while elsewhere, _ disrupted local harvests. 
mostly dry weather aided fieldwork. 





SOUTH ASIA: Showers benefited immature oilseeds and cotton in 
FSU-WESTERN: Intermittent showers only briefly delayedsummer _ central and southern India. 


crop harvesting in Ukraine, while mostly dry weather aided harvest in 
the Southern Region in Russia. SOUTHEAST ASIA: Beneficially dry weather prevailed in the 


northern Philippines. 
FSU-NEW LANDS: Showers and colder weather slowed spring 


grain harvesting in the Siberia Region in Russia, while unseasonably EASTERN ASIA: On the North China Plain, showers maintained 
warm, dry weather helped harvesting in Kazakstan. favorable soil moisture for winter wheat germination but raised quality 


concerns for maturing cotton. 
AUSTRALIA: Mostly dry weather favored summer crop planting but 


stressed winter grains in some areas. BRAZIL: Mostly dry, unseasonably warm weather promoted final 


coffee harvests but limited flowering of next season’s crop. 
MEXICO & CARIBBEAN: Widespread rain continued to boost 
winter irrigation supplies across most of Mexico, and Tropical ARGENTINA: Mild, dry weather promoted summer crop planting 
Depression Javier hit northwestern Mexico. and spurred growth of winter wheat. 








ee emore el 
A midweek storm system produced widespread moderate to heavy 
rain (20-70 mm or more) from the Low Countries and Germany, 
southeastward into Croatia, Hungary, and western Romania. This 
rain slowed winter grain and oilseed planting and early summer 
crop harvesting. The heaviest rain (50-80 mm) disrupted fieldwork 
in portions of northern and central Germany. Mostly dry weather 
(less than 5 mm) allowed late winter grain harvesting to continue in 
England. In the France, Italy, and the Lower Danube River Valley, 
dry weather favored winter grain planting and early summer crop 
harvesting. In the Iberian Peninsula, warm, dry weather favored 
summer crop harvesting. Temperatures averaged | to 3 degrees C 
above normal across Spain, Italy, and lower Balkans, favoring 
summer crop harvesting. Near-normal temperatures prevailed 
elsewhere. 


< “EUROPE 
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FSU-WESTERN 
In Ukraine, intermittent showers (10-25 mm) maistened 
topsoils for winter wheat emergence, only briefly 
delaying com, sunflower, and sugar bect harvesting. In 
Russia, mostly dry weather helped summer crop 
+ : i a ae ae harvesting and winter wheat planting in the Southern 
+—4 , ei j 





ai 
2 
i Region, while light showers (10-25 mm) in the Central 
foOe and Volga Regions improved topsoil moisture for winter 
i grain establishment. Weekly temperatures averaged | 
to 4 degrees C above normal in Russia, favoring the 
rapid emergence and establishment of winter grains in 
areas where topsoil moisture was sufficient. Reports 
trom Russia as of September 20 indicated that the grain 
crop was 80 percent harvested. Elsewhere, light 
showers (around 10 mm) in Belarus maintained 
adequate soil moisture conditions for winter grain 
establishment and only briefly delayed summer crop 
harvesting. 
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FSU-NEW LANDS : 

In Kazakstan, unseasonably warm (weekly 

; , temperatures averaging 1-4 degrees C above normal), 

ge. New/LANDS FSU y dry weather allowed spring grain harvesting to progress 

j Tdtal Precipitation (mm) toward completion. In Russia, several days of warm. 

1QSEP 19 ~ 25, 2004 dry weather favored harvesting in the Urals Region 

“ } while occasional showers (5-25 mm) were 

accompanied by colder weather in Siberia, slowing 

spring grain harvesting. Weekly temperatures averaged 

1 to 3 degrees C above normal in the Urals Region in 

Russia and near normal in Siberia. The first widespread 

freeze of the season was observed at most locations in 

the Siberia Region, with minimum temperatures ranging 

trom -1 to-7 degrees C. In cotton areas of Central Asia, 

warm, dry weather favored boll maturation and 
harvesting. 
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“AUSTRALIA: 
For the second consecutive week, mostly dry weather (less than 5 mm) 
dominated major winter grain and summer crop areas across the 
continent. Tn southern Queensland and northern New South Wales, the 
dry weather favored summer crop planting, but the lack of rainfall and 
relatively dry subsoils stressed late-reproductive to filling winter grains. 
In southern New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, soil 
moisture was greater. However, more rain is needed to maintain yield 
prospecis as winter grains advance through reproduction. Across far 
western sections of Western Australia, scattered showers (locally near 
15 mm) maintained moisture supplies for winter grains in or near 
reproduction. Temperatures in major agricultural areas were 


generally 
seasonable, favoring crop development 


MEXICO 
Total eres ipitation (mm) 
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_ MEXICO AND CARIBBEAN - 

Widespread showers (10-50 mm) covered most of Mexico, increasing 
winter irrigation supplies and maintaining adequate soil moisture fot 
sugarcane. coffee, and late-filling corn. Heavier rain (over 100 mm) 
caused local flooding in extreme westem Mexico (Nayarit and Jatisco) 
Tropical Depression Javier hit the Baja Peninsula on September [9 with 
sustained winds of only 30 knots (35 mph). However, the remnants ot 
Javier prod uced showers (10-50 mm) across Sonora. Temperatures 
averaged | to 3 degrees C above normal across most of Mexico and 
slightly below normal in the northwest. In the Caribbean, scattered 
showers (satellite rainfall estimates of 10-75 mm) across Haiti generally 
aided relief efforts after — serious flooding from Tropical Storm 
Jeanne {September 16 and 17 
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j Tota! Frecipitation (mim) 
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Alberta 


CANADA | 


ly- week showers (10-25 mim or more ) ‘hampered spring, ‘crop 
harvesting across a broad area from southeastern Alberta to 
northeastern Saskatchewan, although drier, warmer weather (highs 
reaching the lower and middle 20s degrees C) improved conditions the 
rematnder of the week. cage rain alse fell in southern Manitoba 
from the Red River Valley eastward, but mostly dry weather prevailed 
elsewhere in the Pouieie,. including recently wet locations in 
southwestern Manitoba. Temperatures stayed above freezing in 
Manitoba, further helping to advance crop development in areas that 
have not recorded a freeze since the August cold wave. in contrast, 
most other Prairie growing areas have recorded a kiling freeze in the 
past tew weeks. According to provincial crop reports, the slow harvest 
progress may result in reduced acreage of autumn-seeded crops. In 
eastern Canada, warm, dry weather (temperatures averaging 2-4 
degrees C above normal, with highs in the middle and upper 20s 
degrees C) continued to advance summer crop maturity and improve 
the quality potential of summer crops and hay. Winter wheat planting 
and early corn and soybean harvesting was underway, according to 
Ontario’s Ministry of Agriculture and Food. 
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: SOUTH ASIA eee 

A late-season surge in the monsoon brought moderate to heavy showers 
(25-50 mm, locaily exceeding 100 mm) to portions of central India, 
extending as far north as Uttar Pradesh. The moisture benefited 
immature summer creps. especially cotton and soybeans im 
Maharashwa and sections of western Madhya Pradesh. Lighter showers 
(10-25 mm) accompanied near- to above-normal temperatures (highs in 
the lower and middle 30s degrees C) in Gujarat and central Madhya 
Pradesh, likely having little if any impact on all but the latest planted 
groundnuts and soybeans. Elsewhere, seasonal showers {10-50 mm or 
more) continued throughout southern India, maintaining mostly 
favorable moisture levels for autumn-sown {rabi) crops despite 
lingering pockets of dryness in northern Andhra Pradesh. Rainfall 
tapered off to more seasonable levels (25-50 mm, locally exceeding 
100 mm) in Bangladesh, allowing floodwaters to slowly recede. 
Seasonably warm, dry weather dominated Pakistan and northwestern 
india, with isolated light showers (10 mm) likely having no significant 
impact on maturing cotton and rice. 
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: SOUTHEAST ASIA — 





Dry weather in the northern Philippines cased excessive wetness, while 


showers (25-50 mm) fell in areas of Mindanao where it has been too dry. 
In northern Vietnam and most of Thailand. showers (25-100 mm) 
Slowed rice maturation but continued to provide beneficial moisture to 


cofice areas of central Vietnam. In Malaysia and the northern half of 


Sumatra, showers (25-100 mm) boosted moisture supplies to oil palm. 
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EASTERN ASIA | 
in Manchuria, mostly dry weather favored maturing corn and 
soybeans. Across eastern Sichuan and most of the North China Plain, 
showers (10-25 mm) maintained good soil moisture for winter wheat 
planting and germination but raised quality concerns for maturing 
cotten. Dry weather prevailed across Hebei. Scattered showers (10- 
25 mm) from the Yangtze Valley to the southern coast caused only 
minor harvest delays. On the Korean peninsula, scattered showers (10- 
25 mm, locally more) fell as rice continued to mature. In Japan, 
however, moderate to heavy rain (30-100 mm) slowed early rice 
harvesting 
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BRAZIL Pa 





BRAZIL Warm, dry weather (temperatures averaging “2-6 
Total Precipitation (mm) degrees C above normal, with 


hn highs approaching 40 
SEP 19 - 25, 2004 


degrees C} dominated much of the south, including ail 
major coffee areas. Coffee harvesting was likely 
nearing completion, and rain is now needed for 
flowering of next season’s crop. In Rio Grande so Sul, 
contituing moderate to heavy showers (25-50 mm or 
more) maintained mioisture levels for filling to 
maturing winter wheat and increased soil moisture 
~ mA | reserves for corn and soybean establishment. Summet 

Mares 20 f crop planting is usually in full swing during October 
but additional moisture is needed in the more northerly 
growing areas before planting can begin. Elsewhere, 
seasonably warm weather and scattered showers 
hampered fieldwork in sugarcane and cocoa areas 
along the northeast coast. 
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nates Y ; 16 | ARGENTINA 

; - & Dry weather continued to dominate the region, with 
PACIFIC ¢ y ay : Z¥ light to moderate showers (10-25 mm or more) 
OCEAN me Jy \ i F confined to minor agricultural areas from northern 
Futre Rios and northern Santa Fe eastward. The dry 
weather supported summer crop planting and spurred 
development of vegetative to heading winter wheat. 
However, topsoil moisture is becoming limited in 
growing areas in and around Cordoba and southern 
Santa Fe, and additional rain would help ensure proper 
wheat development and germination of summer grains 
and oilseeds. According to Argentina’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, sunseed and corn were 12 and 20 percent 

planted, respectively. as of September 25 
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